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CONGRATULATING BOY SCOUT 
TROOP 733 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Boy Scout 
Troop 733 of New Wilmington, Pennsylvania 
on its 75th anniversary. For the last 75 years, 
Troop 733 has provided invaluable direction 
for boys of all ages, turning them into fine 
young men and leaders within their commu-
nities. 

To honor this special occasion, a dinner will 
be held at 6 p.m. on February 12, 2005, at the 
New Wilmington Presbyterian Church in New 
Wilmington, Pennsylvania. Following the din-
ner will be a presentation on the history of 
Troop 733, presided over by former Scout-
master Dr. Jack Reed, Troop Committee 
Chairman Steve Kulik and current Scout-
master Michael Banko. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Boy Scout Troop 733 of New Wil-
mington, Pennsylvania, as they celebrate their 
75th year. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute organizations such as 
Troop 733 who provides such valuable serv-
ices to the community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOREN BEWICK FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Loren Bewick of Kansas City, 
Missouri, a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 271, and in 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. Loren will attain the rank of Eagle 
Scout on Saturday, January 29, 2005 at 
Gashland United Methodist Church in Kansas 
City. 

Loren has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Loren has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Loren Bewick for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

REINTRODUCTION OF THE FLAG 
PROTECTION AMENDMENT 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to reintroduce legislation which would 
amend the Constitution to prevent desecration 
of the American flag. This measure is identical 
to H.J. Res. 4, which I sponsored in the last 
session of Congress, and language adopted 
by the House five times. This amendment is 
necessary to restore protections for the sym-
bol of our Nation that the Supreme Court 
wiped away in its 1989 ruling on Texas v. 
Johnson. 

In that fateful 5–4 ruling, the Court cast 
aside longstanding national laws and 48 State 
laws recognizing the flag’s special status and 
honoring its place in American society—ruling 
that its desecration is protected under the First 
Amendment. For those who see our flag as a 
revered symbol of freedom and the great sac-
rifices that were made to sustain it at home 
and abroad, that decision was a horrible af-
front—and the call to action was immediate. 

Inspired to preserve our national trademark 
and unalloyed symbol of unity, Congress 
quickly moved to pass a law restoring flag pro-
tections. But in its 5–4 ruling on United States 
v. Eichman in 1990, the Supreme Court once 
again found that flag protections were incon-
sistent with free expression rights accorded 
under the First Amendment. That ruling made 
it clear that restoration of flag protections 
would require a Constitutional Amendment. 

Since that ruling, the House has five times 
passed a Flag Protection Constitutional 
Amendment with well over the two-thirds ma-
jority required. The Senate has also acted, 
failing to achieve the two-thirds votes nec-
essary to move the amendment forward to the 
States for ratification by a mere handful of 
votes. Since that time, our Nation has endured 
some of its most difficult challenges and we 
have been reminded once again how impor-
tant the flag is in unifying our Nation, dem-
onstrating our resolve and honoring those who 
have sacrificed to protect the lives and lib-
erties of the American people. 

Each color on the flag, each star and each 
stripe evokes emotion in me, and together 
they stand as a symbol of everything I be-
lieved in about this country when I fought to 
defend it. When I heard that some in my coun-
try were opposing my military’s involvement in 
Vietnam, that flag reminded me of our toler-
ance for differences and our endurance 
through unity. It was a steady symbol of the 
liberties we enjoy—a way of life that should be 
protected for future generations and defended 
for others who aspire to it. From the soldier 
deployed or detained abroad to the policemen 
and firefighters protecting citizens in commu-
nities, it has stood as a symbol of the country 
we love, the reason we serve and most impor-
tant, the sacrifices that have been made. 

There have been several major incidents of 
flag burning since the Court ruling in 1990. 
These incidents tear at me, and represent a 
direct attack on all I hold dear about this coun-
try. The Constitution was not designed to pro-
tect actions which jeopardize others’ rights, 
and the government has long acted to restrict 
speech and conduct that could cause harm to 
others. Those who want to express their anger 
against this country have options that don’t in-
volve destroying the sacred symbol that be-
longs to all citizens. 

At a time when we are faced with increasing 
youth violence and cultural breakdown, restor-
ing our most recognized sign of unity would be 
a positive step in the right direction—providing 
a steady reminder that living free comes with 
responsibility to respect others. Since 9–11, 
the flag has come to represent even more for 
all Americans and a reminder of those who 
were lost protecting us. Allowing its desecra-
tion is an insult to all those who perished. 

Over 75 percent of Americans consistently 
agree: The time to restore protections for our 
flag is long overdue. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in support of this Constitutional 
Amendment, and to move it back to the Amer-
ican people for speedy ratification. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM C. PORTMAN 
II AS A GREAT LIVING CIN-
CINNATIAN 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor William C. Portman II, my father, who 
will be formally honored on February 24, 2005 
as a Great Living Cincinnatian by the Greater 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce. Recipients 
of this prestigious annual honor are chosen on 
the basis of professional achievement; leader-
ship; vision; and community service. Past hon-
orees include such Greater Cincinnati leaders 
as Neil Armstrong, Albert Sabin and Charles 
Scripps. 

Although my father has always been an ex-
traordinary role model for me, he has also 
been a role model for so many others in our 
community. Throughout his lifetime, he has 
led, trained and motivated people with integrity 
and by example. 

Dad was born in the Pleasant Ridge neigh-
borhood of Cincinnati, and graduated from 
Walnut Hills High School in 1941. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Dart-
mouth College in 1946, after interrupting his 
studies to serve as a lieutenant in World War 
II. After the war, he went on to earn an M.B.A. 
from Dartmouth’s Amos Tuck School of Busi-
ness Administration in 1947. 

He began his career in Cincinnati with Proc-
ter & Gamble’s chemical division, and then 
joined the Clark Equipment Company as sales 
manager. He enjoyed the material handling 
business, and in 1960, he decided to strike 
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out on his own and start his own business. 
Along with my late mother, Joan, as book-
keeper, the Portman Equipment Company 
began modestly, with two salespeople and two 
mechanics. The company was started with 
borrowed funds, and it took a few years to 
turn a profit. 

Today, the company employs over 400 peo-
ple, handles multiple lines and services, and is 
one of the largest material handling distribu-
tors in the United States. Dad would tell you 
that’s because he hired outstanding people, 
which is true, but it is also because he is a 
good leader and a hardworking entrepreneur. 

He was the first equipment dealer in the 
country to recognize the importance of oper-
ator safety and mechanic education. In 1972, 
Dad initiated a training operation, now called 
the ‘‘Learning Center,’’ which offers twenty in-
dustry courses, has instructed over 80,000 
students worldwide, and is the largest regional 
training site for Caterpillar and Mitsubishi fork-
lifts. Portman Equipment Company, now run 
by my brother, William C. ‘‘Wym’’ Portman III, 
is now one of the country’s largest Cat Lift 
Truck distributors, and was listed as one of 
Cincinnati’s top 100 privately held firms twelve 
times. 

Dad always recognized the importance of 
giving back through community service. In 
1975, he became the first small 
businessperson to chair the Greater Cincinnati 
United Way campaign. He was the first chair 
to visit all 105 agencies that received United 
Way funding, and fundraising set a new 
record. He has served on the boards of United 
Way; Community Chest & Council; the Greater 
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce; and the 
Greater Cincinnati Foundation. He has held 
leadership positions with the Cincinnati Busi-
ness Committee; the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland’s Small Business Advisory Council; 
the Hamilton County Regional Airport Author-
ity; and chaired the Chamber’s first Leadership 
Cincinnati class, which is one of the country’s 
most prestigious leadership development pro-
grams. 

In all his business and community endeav-
ors, he was strongly supported by my mother, 
Joan, who herself was an accomplished civic 
leader. Among her accomplishments, she was 
named a Cincinnati Enquirer Woman of the 
Year in 1979, and was the recipient of the 
Jacob E. Davis Volunteer of the Year Award 
of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation. 

Our family, including my wife, Jane; brother, 
Wym; sister-in-law, Jan; sister, Ginna; brother- 
in-law Allan; and Dad’s nine grandchildren; are 
proud of all of Dad’s accomplishments, and 
congratulate him on being named a Great Liv-
ing Cincinnatian. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HISTORY DAY 
SCHOLARS 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the nation was relieved that on Janu-
ary 7, Edgar Ray Killen was arraigned for the 
1964 murder of three civil rights martyrs—An-
drew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, and 
James Chaney. The brutal murders of these 
three men, who were registering African-Amer-

ican voters in Mississippi during the 1964 
Freedom Summer campaign, helped to galva-
nize the civil rights movement in the nation 
and centuries of legal and de facto mistreat-
ment of our fellow citizens. 

In 1967, Killen was one of several men 
charged with violating the advocates’ civil 
rights, but an all-white jury failed to convict 
Killen and only lightly sentenced 7 of the men 
involved. Prosecution in connection with the 
1964 killings lay dormant for 40 years and 
would have continued to do so had Sarah 
Siegel, Allison Nichols, and Brittany Saltiel, 
students at Chicago’s Stevenson High School, 
not prompted a reopening of the case. 

Mr. Speaker, these young women chose the 
1964 Goodman-Schwerner-Chaney case as 
the subject of their project for the National His-
tory Day competition last year. As many of our 
colleagues know, NHD programs target over 
half a million students throughout this country, 
promoting the teaching and study of American 
history. Entries to its yearly contest are cho-
sen at the school, city and state level and con-
sist of presentations of topics in American his-
tory based on themes developed by NHD. 
Students may prepare research papers, 
storyboards, video documentaries or perform-
ances on their subject. 

The reopening of this long-dormant civil 
rights case demonstrates the NHD’s dramatic 
impact on American historical literacy, and il-
lustrates better than any other development 
the impact of the study of history on student 
understanding of and ability to affect world 
events. Through the creation and promotion of 
dynamic, participation-driven programs, NHD 
has changed the way that teachers present 
American history. Students who engage in 
NHD programs enjoy a boost in historical lit-
eracy and interest in matters of key historical 
interest. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also very pleased that 
the Congress recently authorized federal sup-
port for the National History Day program. 
Under P.L. 108–474, the Secretary of Edu-
cation may award grants to the NHD program, 
and we are very hopeful that he will do so. I 
know that we are joined in that wish by thou-
sands of administrators, teachers, students 
and historians around the country who share 
our pride in NHD and in the work of these, 
and many other talented young students. With 
the added support of federal funding, NHD will 
be able to expand its commendable work of 
promoting historical literacy in our nation’s 
schools. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Sarah, Allison and Brittany for their work 
in publicizing the Goodman-Schwerner- 
Chaney case. Their research has not only im-
proved our understanding of history; it has 
helped make history. 

f 

THE LIBERATION OF NAVASSA 
AND DESECHEO ISLANDS BEGINS 
ANEW 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, regardless of the 
fact that the Federal Government holds land in 
trust for the American people, sadly it appears 
that what the people own, the people may not 
necessarily ever get to use. 

Last year, I informed this House of the case 
of two tiny islands in the western Carribean. It 
is a story worth repeating. 

Navassa and Desecheo islands have inter-
esting histories, but I doubt most Americans 
even know they exist, let alone that the is-
lands are, in fact, part of our very own coun-
try. 

The story of Navassa Island is a classic tale 
of American capitalism. It came to be part of 
America in the late 1800’s through the mining 
and sale of petrified bird guano, yes, guano, 
as fertilizer. It is also the site of one of our Na-
tion’s early, ugly labor disputes. Over time, 
guano went out of fashion, but the outpost 
served a new purpose for 80 years, as a light 
source to guide ships through the islands of 
the Caribbean. In 1996, with the advent of 
new technologies, the lighthouse went dark. 
The property, however, remained part of the 
U.S. 

Eventually that island and Desecheo Island, 
a former military training range, were incor-
porated into the National Wildlife Refuge sys-
tem. The designation rightfully recognizes the 
unique qualities of the two islands, which are 
rich in uncommon plant and animal life. But, in 
turn, it has also led to their being essentially 
fenced off from the people who own them, the 
American public. For in fact, today, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service bars legal access to these 
two islands apparently under any cir-
cumstance. 

That might be the end of the story, were it 
not for a group of Ham radio operators, who, 
after having been granted special use access 
to these public lands for 20 years, were sud-
denly denied permission to visit the islands to 
broadcast. 

Indeed, for no sensible reason, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the same agency that had 
been granting access to these radio operators, 
arbitrarily reversed course and denied permits 
for a non-controversial recreational activity that 
had been approved for two decades of re-
sponsible and uneventful public use. 

Not only did the agency cut off these broad-
casters, it did so even after they agreed to as-
sume all liability, to submit to any regulation or 
permit condition, and even to pay all adminis-
trative, management and travel costs for the 
Federal agency to remove all financial and 
logistical hurdles. 

It has also come to my attention recently 
that Ham radio operators have also been de-
nied access to the Farallon National Wildlife 
Refuge located off the California coast 28 
miles from San Francisco, even though this 
refuge allows access by special use permits. 
Moreover, there are eight broadcast antennae 
already on one of the islands that provide 
radio communications and the transmission of 
weather and seismic information to the main-
land. 

This is an instance of outrageous adminis-
trative arrogance to deny permits for a rec-
reational use that has been shown to be 
harmless to fish and wildlife. Public recreation 
at our National Wildlife Refuges is as much a 
part of the history of Refuge System as the 
critters themselves. 

The Secretary of the Interior has been given 
congressional authority to grant special use 
permits for just such circumstances, when a 
public use is not incompatible with the pur-
pose of the refuge. Yet, for some reason that 
escapes me, this Secretary will not budge. In 
the case of these two islands, the Secretary’s 
discretionary powers amount to guano. 
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Such hubris cannot be allowed to stand un-

challenged. Along with my colleague, the 
chairman of the Resources Committee, RICH-
ARD POMBO, I am introducing today legislation 
to address this deplorable situation and to re-
store the public’s right of access to its Federal 
public lands. The liberation of Navassa and 
Desecheo Islands begins today. 

This legislation would accomplish two main 
goals. First, it would require the Fish and Wild-
life Service to provide public access, use of, 
and recreational opportunities to resolve this 
particular dispute. Second, the legislation 
would require the Service to establish at least 
one period of time each year for public access 
to each refuge. 

Of great importance to me, language au-
thorizing the Service to specify use periods 
and to attach reasonable permit restrictions in 
order to protect resources and public safety 
should provide adequate flexibility to balance 
the competing interests of resource protection 
and public recreation. 

Another benefit of this legislation will be to 
help harmonize existing use policies at these 
refuges with three other remote refuges in the 
Pacific, Baker Island, Johnson Island and Jar-
vis Island. These three refuges, all accessible 
by way of special use permits, show plainly 
that controlled public recreational access is 
possible even at extremely remote and fragile 
refuges. 

In fact, the ham radio operators were suc-
cessful in securing a permit to visit Baker Is-
land as recently as 2002. In fairness, the 
same access should be provided to Navassa 
Island and Desecheo. 

I am fully aware of the Service’s need to 
balance public access with the Refuge Sys-
tem’s overall ‘‘wildlife first’’ mission. 

The Service cannot, however, be allowed to 
selectively choose to implement those parts of 
its authority it favors but ignore those require-
ments to provide for public recreation which 
are clearly stated in existing law. 

I urge members to support this important 
legislation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RAMSEY COUN-
TY COMMISSIONER SUSAN HAIGH 
AS THE NEW EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR OF TWIN CITIES HABITAT 
FOR HUMANITY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Ramsey County 
Commissioner Susan Haigh on being named 
the new Executive Director of Twin Cities 
Habitat for Humanity. Ms. Haigh will assume 
this new position after she leaves her seat on 
the County Board on February 1st. 

For the past ten years, Commissioner Haigh 
served on the Ramsey County Board, cham-
pioning affordable housing and improving the 
quality of life for the families of Ramsey Coun-
ty. Currently she chairs the Board’s Human 
Services and Workforce Solutions Committee 
where she has advocated for families through-
out Ramsey County. Before serving in her 
elected office, Haigh worked in the Ramsey 
County Attorney’s Office, serving as chief legal 
counsel to the County Board, chief deputy 
prosecutor and managing attorney. 

Throughout her years of service, Commis-
sioner Haigh has put the families of Ramsey 
County first. As county commissioner, Ms. 
Haigh led the creation of the Housing Endow-
ment Fund, a $5 million incentive program to 
spur construction of affordable rental housing. 
This kind of valuable experience will help Twin 
Cities Habitat address the increasing chal-
lenges of affordable housing development. 

Commissioner Haigh brings fresh vision and 
wisdom of experience to Habitat for Humanity. 
I have had the privilege of working with her, 
and I know that she is deeply committed to af-
fordable housing issues. Ms. Haigh believes in 
Habitat’s mission of helping to build strong 
homes and strong families. 

Over the years, Twin Cities Habitat for Hu-
manity has helped nearly 600 families become 
owners of quality, affordable housing. I am 
confident that Ms. Haigh will continue this 
record of success. 

It has been a privilege to work with Sue, 
and I wish her the best of luck on her new po-
sition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICTOR O. WOY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Victor O. Woy for his 32 years of 
committed service to the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission. His presence with the Com-
mission will be sorely missed. 

A lifelong resident of Everett, PA, Victor 
began his journey through the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission as a clerk. After proving 
himself as a capable worker and quietly earn-
ing recognition for his incomparable perform-
ance on the job, Mr. Woy’s distinguishing loy-
alty was acknowledged as he became a Con-
struction Manager. Working tirelessly to over-
come the obstacles of having to learn and 
master continually changing technology, Victor 
flourished in this position, where he remained 
until December 9, 2004, and was awarded the 
Senior Inspector-in-Charge of the Year award 
in 1999. 

To the enjoyment of local citizens, Mr. 
Woy’s spirit and dedication has translated into 
every aspect of his life. He remains actively in-
volved with his church and various projects in 
and around Everett, as well as spending time 
with his wife, five children and five grand-
children. His uncompromising sense of duty to 
the community in which he lives has been a 
source of inspiration. 

In the 32 years that Mr. Woy has had a sig-
nificant hand in the operations, the Turnpike 
Commission has become a more efficient or-
ganization, making a strong impact on the 
State. He has demonstrated an unyielding en-
thusiasm and care for the Commission which 
he has served. For his incomparable gen-
erosity, service to the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission, and unabated commitment to ex-
cellence, Victor O. Woy deserves the highest 
recognition. He has left behind a legacy as an 
outstanding manager, incorporating leadership 
skills, innovative solutions to problems, and an 
efficient work ethic. 

As a pillar of strength within his community 
of Everett, Mr. Woy has been a role model 
and leader who is admired by many. His con-

tributions will not go unnoticed by the business 
for which he worked nor the community in 
which he lives. I would like to congratulate Mr. 
Woy on his accomplishments, and I wish him 
the best of luck in his retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALTER W. PORTER, 
JR. 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the life and work of a 
man who I am proud to represent in Congress 
and prouder still to call a friend, Walter W. 
Porter, Jr. I have worked with Walter closely 
over the years and can say without reserva-
tion Mr. Speaker, that you would be hard 
pressed to find an individual more committed 
to improving the lives of those in his commu-
nity than Walter Porter. 

A life-long resident of my hometown, 
Paterson, New Jersey, Walter Porter has had 
an extensive career in public service. Matricu-
lating from the Paterson Public School Sys-
tem, Walter met and married his wife Mildred 
shortly after graduating from Eastside High 
School. Walter Porter’s life has long been 
intertwined with public service. His selfless de-
votion to others began when he entered into 
the Army to fight in World War II. As an Infan-
try Combat Officer, Water earned a Bronze 
Star, Combat Infantry Badge and Purple Heart 
for his heroic actions. 

Upon returning from the frontlines of the 
Battle of the Bulge, Walter joined the Paterson 
Police Department. It was during his tenure as 
a motorcycle officer that Walter came to be 
known around town as a ‘‘straight shooter and 
a man of the people.’’ The knowledge and ex-
periences Walter gained on the streets of 
Paterson laid the foundation for the many suc-
cessful years of public service ahead. 

Remaining in the law enforcement sector, 
Walter transferred to the Passaic County Pros-
ecutor’s Office where he rose to the rank of 
Captain. After a long and successful tenure 
with the Prosecutor’s Office, Walter retired in 
1979. However, he would not rest on his lau-
rels. The year following his retirement, Walter 
ran for a seat on the Passaic County Board of 
chosen Freeholders. 

After a successful bid for Freeholder, Walter 
began to work diligently on behalf of the peo-
ple of Passaic County. Throughout his tenure 
on the Board of Chosen Freeholders Walter 
Porter has been a steady supporter of the law 
enforcement community, veterans groups and 
the senior citizen community of Passaic Coun-
ty. 

Chosen by his colleagues on the Freeholder 
Board, Walter has served four one-year terms 
as Freeholder Director. Additionally, he has 
served on each of the committees within the 
Freeholder Board. His professional demeanor 
and commitment to good government earned 
Walter the moniker, ‘‘Dean of the Board of 
Freeholders.’’ 

Walter’s tireless devotion to serving the peo-
ple of Passaic County extends far beyond his 
life as a public official. He is a co-founder of 
the Boys & Girls Club of Paterson, a Life 
Member of Elks Lodge #60 and a member of 
several veterans’ organizations. 
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His continued support of the law enforce-

ment community has earned Walter many ac-
colades from various groups. The Paterson 
Police Benevolent Association presented Mr. 
Porter, a past president of the association, the 
Lifetime Silver PBA Card. Additionally he is an 
Honorary Chief of the Passaic County Chiefs 
Association. 

Walter Porter will be deeply missed on the 
Passaic County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 
His legacy of integrity, devotion and commit-
ment to his community will carry on in all of 
the wonderful accomplishments he saw come 
to fruition during his tenure in public service. 

Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States 
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to recognizing 
the extraordinary efforts of public servants like 
Walter Porter. I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Walter’s family and friends, a grateful 
County of Passaic, New Jersey and me in rec-
ognizing Walter W. Porter, Jr. for his long his-
tory of leadership and community service. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JACK ROSENBERG 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the lifelong accom-
plishments of Jack Rosenberg. Mr. Rosenberg 
died January 11, 2005, at the age of 84. 

A graduate of Milwaukee’s Riverside High 
School, Jack Rosenberg went on to serve in 
the armed forces in WWII before settling into 
a long and successful business career. He led 
several corporate entities, and retired in 1995 
after overseeing the national franchise of 
TeleCheck for over 18 years. 

Throughout his life Jack maintained a strong 
commitment to improving life in the City of Mil-
waukee. He had a great variety of interests 
and he never hesitated to offer hands-on lead-
ership when needed. His concern for the 
needs of low income families is evident in his 
work with the COA Youth and Family Center. 
He received the Grand Avenue Leadership 
Award in recognition of his efforts to provide 
work opportunities and cultural experiences for 
people with disabilities. Several noted small 
businesses benefited from a loan fund he en-
dowed with the Wisconsin Women’s Business 
Initiative Corporation. 

His financial contributions to productive non- 
profit organizations working in the areas of 
arts, civil liberties, entrepreneurship, and edu-
cation are too numerous to list. 

It saddens me to note the passing of such 
a committed and distinguished individual. I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to recognize 
Jack for these profound contributions to so 
many individuals, as well as the entire Mil-
waukee community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ST. LUKE 
A.M.E. ZION CHURCH 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the St. Luke 

A.M.E. Zion Church of Lawrence County, 
Pennsylvania on its 160th anniversary. 

This past December the church celebrated 
the anniversary of its foundation in 1844 and 
stands as the oldest African American church 
in Lawrence County. St. Luke’s is a source of 
inspiration and symbol of strength for all its 
members and the Lawrence County commu-
nity as a whole. In order to mark the special 
occasion Reverend Kevin Lee, assistant pas-
tor of the Second Baptist Church of New 
Brighton, spoke at the 11 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship. Reverend Robert Lewis Sr., former pas-
tor of St. Luke’s and current pastor of St. 
James of Massillon, Ohio, spoke following a 4 
p.m. catered dinner. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the congregation of St. Luke A.M.E. Zion 
Church in Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. It 
is an honor to represent the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure 
to salute an enduring institution like St. Luke’s. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RYAN GARY FRAZ-
ER FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Ryan Gary Frazer, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 45, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. Ryan is cur-
rently a senior at Central High School in Saint 
Joseph, Missouri, and is the son of Gary and 
Sandy Frazer. 

Ryan began his scouting career as a Tiger 
Cub Scout before advancing to Webelo Scout. 
After completing Cub Scouts, Ryan rose 
through the ranks of the Boy Scouts, achiev-
ing the ranks of Tenderfoot, Second Class 
Scout, First Class Scout, Star Scout, Life 
Scout, and now Eagle Scout. Ryan served his 
troop in numerous leadership positions, includ-
ing Librarian, Historian, Scribe, and Patrol 
Leader. Along the way, Ryan earned 24 merit 
badges and several awards including the 
Arrow of Light Award and the 50 Miler Award 
on three separate occasions for Adventure 
Trips to Wyoming, Mississippi, and Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico. Ryan is also a 
member of the Tribe of Mic–O–Say, where he 
holds the name ‘‘Ice Badger.’’ 

For his Eagle Scout project, Ryan led a 
team of volunteers that renovated the chil-
dren’s playground area at Ashland United 
Methodist Church in Saint Joseph. The play-
ground area is an integral part of Church life, 
as it sits in the center of the Ashland United 
Methodist’s courtyard; the playground is used 
by children attending numerous church class-
es and activities. Ryan and his team spent 
over 100 hours completing this project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ryan Gary Frazer for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

FILIPINO VETERANS’ EQUITY ACT 
INTRODUCTION 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
introduce the Filipino Veterans Equity Act, bi-
partisan legislation which would grant full rec-
ognition of the service and sacrifices of a key 
group of veterans and return to them the ben-
efits promised to them by the U.S. govern-
ment. 

On July 26, 1941, President Roosevelt 
issued a military order, calling members of the 
Philippine Commonwealth Army into the serv-
ice of the United States Forces of the Far 
East, under the command of then Lieutenant 
General Douglas MacArthur. 

From 1941 to 1945, over 100,000 Filipinos 
of the Philippine Commonwealth Army fought 
alongside the allies to reclaim the Philippine 
Islands from Japan. A second group of Filipino 
veterans, the New Philippine Scouts (or ‘‘Spe-
cial Philippine Scouts’’) enlisted under U.S. 
Armed Forces command after October 6, 
1945. Regrettably, instead of fulfilling promises 
made and providing equal benefits in return 
for their service, Congress enacted the Re-
scission Act of 1946. The Rescission Act lim-
ited Filipino veterans’ eligibility for service-con-
nected disability pensions, death benefits, and 
other benefits provided to U.S. Armed Forces 
veterans. 

Correcting this inequity is long overdue. 
There are less than 50,000 survivors of the 
total estimated 300,000 Filipino veterans who 
served during World War II. Approximately 
20,000 of these survivors are not receiving the 
full benefits they earned. By 2010, the VA esti-
mates there will only be a total of 20,000 
World War II Filipino veterans in all categories. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in moving this 
legislation forward in the 109th Congress, and 
working with me to provide these deserving 
veterans the benefits they deserve. 

f 

HONORING DONALD A. SPENCER, 
SR. AS A GREAT LIVING CIN-
CINNATIAN 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Donald A. Spencer, Sr., an educator, 
real estate broker, community activist, musi-
cian and composer, who will be formally hon-
ored as a Great Living Cincinnatian on Feb-
ruary 24, 2005 by the Greater Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce. Recipients of this 
prestigious annual award are chosen on the 
basis of professional achievement; leadership; 
vision; and community service. Past honorees 
have included Neil Armstrong; Dr. Albert Sabin 
and Charles Scripps—and Mr. Spencer’s ener-
getic wife of 64 years, Marian, a former vice 
mayor of Cincinnati and longtime community 
activist. In fact, Mr. Spencer is the first recipi-
ent of the award to be married to a Great Liv-
ing Cincinnatian. 

Born in Cincinnati, Mr. Spencer graduated 
from Walnut Hills High School and earned 
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bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati before embarking upon an 
eighteen year teaching career at Douglas Ele-
mentary and Stowe and Bloom Junior High 
Schools. 

He enjoyed teaching, but became interested 
in selling real estate in 1944 after he and Mar-
ian purchased their first home. He opened a 
real estate office while he continued teaching 
for six years. Eventually, Donald A. Spencer 
and Associates grew to 23 employees in two 
offices, and flourished for thirty years. In 1986, 
Mr. Spencer was the first African American 
member of the Cincinnati Board of Realtors, 
and served on its statewide legislative com-
mittee. Later, he was named President of the 
Cincinnati Association of Real Estate Brokers, 
and was active with the National Association 
of Real Estate Brokers. 

Mr. Spencer has remained active in edu-
cation. He co-chaired the Cincinnati Public 
Schools’ successful 2001 school levy cam-
paign, and in 2003, he co-chaired the Cincin-
natians Active in the Support of Education, 
which helped pass a $485 million school levy 
to build 35 new schools and renovate the re-
maining ones. 

A lifetime member of the NAACP, Mr. Spen-
cer has also served on the boards of Ohio 
University; Family Housing Developers; 
Friends of Cincinnati Parks; Walnut Hills High 
School Foundation; and Ohio Valley Goodwill. 
Among his many awards are the Ohio Univer-
sity Board of Trustees’ Founders Citation and 
the Cincinnati Charter Committee’s Charles P. 
Taft Civic Gumption Award. 

The Spencers have two sons and two 
grandsons. 

All of us in Cincinnati congratulate Donald 
Spencer on being named a Great Living Cin-
cinnatian. 

f 

HONORING JUDY HART, SUPER-
INTENDENT OF THE ROSIE THE 
RIVETER/WORLD WAR II HOME 
FRONT NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK UPON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to recognize Judy Hart who is retiring after a 
twenty-seven year career with the National 
Park Service. 

Judy Hart has served as the first super-
intendent of the Rosie the Riveter/World War 
II Home Front National Historical Park in Rich-
mond, California. My legislation creating the 
new national park was signed into law by 
President Clinton on October 24, 2000, and 
Ms. Hart began as Superintendent on January 
15, 2001. 

Prior to becoming Superintendent, Judy co-
ordinated the study for the new park. She has 
devoted the last four years of her career to 
laying the foundation for this national park. 
The Rosie Park recognizes the City of Rich-
mond and its unique heritage as the epicenter 
of a national effort to memorialize and inter-
pret the contribution of the Home Front. Many 
of the experiences that began in Richmond 
not only helped to win World War II but also 
changed the way the nation thought about civil 
rights, child care, health care and labor rights. 

The challenges Judy has faced, and the ob-
stacles she has overcome, are even more re-
markable because, as a ‘‘partnership park,’’ all 
of the land and buildings are owned by entities 
other than the National Park Service. In addi-
tion, the federal funds available for start-up 
are limited. Working with a number of grants, 
volunteers and her public and private donors, 
Judy will turn over to her successor a sound 
structure on which to build. She made an in-
comparable contribution to moving the RRNP 
from concept to reality. 

Her accomplishments at RRNP include 
working with many partners to accomplish the 
following: oversaw the implementation of the 
General Management Plan process which she 
also is coordinating with the City of Rich-
mond’s general plan amendment; worked with 
the Port of Richmond to open Shipyard #3 to 
visitors; none of the historic structures have 
been torn down even though every structure in 
the Park legislation has been threatened with 
demolition; National Register nominations will 
shortly be completed for all structures but one 
within the Park; developed Phases one and 
two for oral histories of home front workers. In 
addition, over 9,000 Rosies have contacted 
the Park to share their names and short sto-
ries. After connecting with the Park, over 
2,000 Rosies have written out the whole story 
of their home front adventures, up to 55 typed 
pages from one Rosie. Over 2,000 Rosies 
have donated their precious mementos, treas-
ured for over 50 years and now delivered to 
the safekeeping of the Park. Volunteer hours 
went from 0 in 2003 to over 3,000 hours in 
2004. 

Judy Hart’s career in the Park Service 
spans 27 years. Prior to moving to California 
for this new position, Ms. Hart worked for 12 
years in the Washington, D.C. headquarters. 
She was the first National Program Coordi-
nator for the National Heritage Areas which 
are partnership areas privately owned and 
managed in cooperation with the NPS. Pre-
vious to that Ms. Hart developed the Con-
servation Study Institute, now operated in part-
nership with the University of Vermont and the 
new Marsh Billings National Historical Park in 
Woodstock, Vermont. 

Ms. Hart served in the Washington office of 
Legislation for 6 years, supporting the creation 
of Petroglyphs National Monument, Marsh Bil-
lings National Historical Park, the Mary 
McLeod Bethune National Historic Site, and 
Manzanar National Historic Site, as well as 
many other park units. 

Ms. Hart lived for 6 years in Seneca Falls, 
NY and was the first superintendent of the 
Women’s Rights National Historical Park in 
Seneca Falls, after suggesting the idea, work-
ing on the study and working on the legisla-
tion. Prior to that, Ms. Hart worked on park 
legislation out of the NPS Regional office in 
Boston, MA. 

Prior to her career with the Park Service, 
Ms. Hart worked for the Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority, City of Boston, and the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, as Director of 
the Bureau of Relocation. She also worked for 
the Federal Highway Administration on Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement reviews. 

She began her career in publishing at Little, 
Brown and Company, and as a company 
newsletter editor for the Boston Safe Deposit 
and Trust Company, both in Boston. Her grad-
uate degree is in English Literature from Cor-
nell University, and her graduate degree is a 

Master of Arts in law from Goddard College in 
Vermont. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Ms. Hart’s many 
contributions to preserving and interpreting our 
nation’s history, I am delighted to have this 
opportunity to recognize her unique contribu-
tions, especially to the Rosie the Riveter Na-
tional Park, and to ask all Members of the 
House to join me in wishing her well in the 
years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SENECA VAL-
LEY GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize the Seneca Val-
ley Girl’s Volleyball team, this year’s Class 
AAA WPIAL Champions. Head coach Heather 
Haff, lead the Seneca Valley Raiders to the 
WPIAL Championship game, where they de-
feated the Mount Lebanon Lady Blue Devils. 
The Lady Raiders ended the season with an 
impressive 18–1 record. 

I am happy to see such spirit, dedication, 
and teamwork flourishing in the congressional 
district that I represent. I wish the members of 
2004 Seneca Girl’s Volleyball team continued 
success. 

I am proud to have such talented young ath-
letes in the 4th Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania, and I ask that all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives join with me in 
recognizing their great achievement. 

f 

DISASTER ON THE HORIZON 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I cannot begin to 
guess how many times throughout my years 
of service in this institution I have heard my 
colleagues stand on this floor and pay hom-
age to America’s workers. I could probably 
paper these walls a dozen times over with the 
copies of speeches delivered here that have 
praised American working families for their 
contributions to our economy and our culture. 

Patriotism, fairness, loyalty, a belief in hard 
work—these are just some of the qualities I 
have heard so accurately ascribed to Amer-
ica’s working families. They are certainly traits 
deserving of public admiration. But I believe 
that they are also qualities that deserve to be 
preserved and maintained by Congress, be-
cause these are the threads that form the fab-
ric of American life. 

Today, the quality of life and the core values 
of America’s working families are under siege, 
again, and the work of Congress faces unrav-
eling. In particular, I raise the matter of a court 
decision last fall that knocked loose a core un-
derpinning of the Coal Act. 

In horrendous decisions, a federal judge 
thumbed his nose at Congress, and its work to 
ensure that the federal promise to America’s 
miners would be kept. In a wrong-headed de-
cision, that court placed in jeopardy the health 
care of thousands of elderly and ill retired min-
ers and their spouses. The case involved Hori-
zon Natural Resources—the nation’s fourth 
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largest coal company—which had gone to 
court to seek a way out of its obligations to its 
workers. 

This was not so much a matter of a com-
pany whose tills were empty and whose as-
sets were gone. It was, more precisely, a mat-
ter of a company that wanted the books to 
look better for prospective buyers who could 
scoop of the existing mines and processing fa-
cilities free of the weight of Coal Act obliga-
tions. 

So Horizon went to court and asked a judge 
to let it use bankruptcy loopholes to cir-
cumvent its legal duties to its workers under 
the Coal Act. The company, quite plainly, 
wanted a seal of approval to turn its back on 
the men and women who had devoted their 
lives to it. Then, in September, almost incon-
ceivably, the judge gave Horizon the final nod. 
It was OK, it was ruled, for an American com-
pany to so devalue the American worker and 
to go around the intent of Congress. Horizon 
could merely dump its obligations, and go 
along its merry way. 

It is not just the workers of Horizon who will 
suffer. In turn, the cost of the benefits legally 
owed by Horizon have been thrown onto al-
ready financially strained benefits plans. Con-
sequently, Horizon and the courts, have sent 
a shock wave that jeopardizes the health care 
benefits of thousands of other retirees and 
beneficiaries. The weight of those obligations 
cannot long be managed in the current sce-
nario. And if other companies follow suit, col-
lapse will only be hastened. The need for a fix 
is urgent. 

I have, therefore, joined with Senator 
ROCKEFELLER in introducing legislation in-
tended to address this court decision. My bill 
will make it clear that the benefits and obliga-
tions mandated by the Congress through the 
Coal Act cannot be modified by the bank-
ruptcy courts. It will, as well, prevent additional 
companies from trying to circumvent the Coal 
Act through bankruptcy, while leaving others, 
who play by the rules, holding the bag. 

I am all too familiar with the struggles of 
working men and women in our country. I 
have always believed that a fair day’s labor 
deserves a fair day’s wages. I believe, too, 
that a company has certain obligations to a 
faithful worker who has devoted his life to la-
boring for the good of the company. It has 
been here, in the halls of Congress, where 
these beliefs have found refuge in the form of 
legislation, such as the Coal Act. The bill I in-
troduce today reaffirms a federal promise 
made to America’s coal miners and helps to 
fulfill the duty of Congress to America’s work-
ing families. 

f 

HONORING THE CHIEF CLERK OF 
THE MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, EDWARD A. 
BURDICK 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a loyal public servant 
and a nationally renowned parliamentary ex-
pert, Edward A. Burdick. On January 10th, 
2005, Minnesota paid tribute to Mr. Burdick, 
Chief Clerk of the Minnesota House of Rep-

resentatives, upon his retirement after nearly 
four decades of service. 

After beginning work in the Minnesota 
House as a page in 1941, Mr. Burdick became 
the second full-time employee in House his-
tory when he took the job of desk clerk in 
1955. At the age of 83, he leaves the position 
of Chief Clerk where he oversaw House oper-
ations with 250 full-time employees. He served 
through six changes in majority, alongside 12 
speakers and more than 700 representatives. 
Throughout his tenure, Mr. Burdick worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the needs of Min-
nesota’s Representatives were met. 

Mr. Burdick has set a national standard as 
an expert, impartial parliamentary mediator 
and administrator of House operations. As a 
former Member of the Minnesota House, I was 
privileged to work with him and witnessed first-
hand how he commands utmost respect and 
credibility through his selfless commitment to 
the institution. He taught me the Rules of the 
House, and the most important rule—that de-
bate is about policy not personality. His faithful 
stewardship of the rules ensured that all 
voices could be heard. 

Mr. Burdick is among the most highly re-
spected and honored individuals living in our 
State. He is the only living Minnesotan whose 
bust stands in the Capitol, where it is located 
outside the entrance to the House chambers. 
Mr. Burdick has been a vital part of the daily 
life of the Capitol, helping drive the business 
of the Minnesota House of Representatives 
since 1967. 

Few public servants have such a distin-
guished and lengthy record of service. Mr. 
Speaker, it is a true honor to thank Ed for his 
years of service and wish him a happy and 
healthy retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FLASH GORDON 
QUARRY 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Flash Gordon Quarry for his 35 
years of committed service to AMTRAN. His 
knowledge and experience have made the 
transportation organization the efficient ma-
chine that it is today. 

Flash began his journey through AMTRAN 
as an operator 35 years ago. He quickly 
proved himself as a capable worker and quiet-
ly earned recognition for his incomparable per-
formance on the job. Mr. Quarry’s distin-
guishing loyalty was acknowledged as he be-
came a Director of Transportation in only 10 
years. Working tirelessly to overcome the ob-
stacles of having to learn and master contin-
ually changing technology, Flash flourished in 
his position as Director and for his continually 
professional performance he was awarded the 
very first Superstar of Transportation award in 
1999. 

Mr. Quarry’s spirit and dedication to 
AMTRAN remains unparalleled. To the enjoy-
ment of his family, friends, and coworkers, 
Flash has proven to be reliable and depend-
able time and time again. He willingly shoul-
ders every major responsibility and handles 
the most difficult problems with patience and 
ease. Amongst all of his demands at work 

however, Flash always finds time to spend 
with his family, teaching his children and 
grandchildren to be exemplary citizens. 

In the 35 years that Mr. Quarry has had a 
significant hand in the operations, AMTRAN 
has become a more efficient organization, 
making a strong impact on the Altoona area. 
He has demonstrated an unyielding enthu-
siasm and care for the organization which he 
has served. For his incomparable generosity, 
service to AMTRAN, and unabated commit-
ment to excellence, Flash Gordon Quarry de-
serves the highest recognition. He has built a 
legacy as an outstanding director, incor-
porating leadership skills, innovative solutions 
to problems, and an efficient work ethic. His 
uncompromising sense of duty to AMTRAN 
has been a source of inspiration, and the or-
ganization would definitely not be the same 
without the guidance, leadership, and exper-
tise that Flash offers. 

As a pillar of strength within his community, 
Mr. Quarry is a role model and leader who is 
admired by many, and he will undoubtedly 
continue to surprise all who know him. His 
contributions will not go unnoticed by the busi-
ness for which he works nor the community in 
which he lives. I would like to congratulate Mr. 
Quarry on his accomplishments, and I look 
forward to the future of AMTRAN under his 
guidance. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PASSA-
VANT RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Passavant 
Retirement Community in Zelienople on its 
100th year celebration. For the past century 
the Passavant Retirement community has pro-
vided valuable services to the senior citizens 
of Zelienople. 

The centennial celebration will be marked 
with numerous events in the coming year in-
cluding lectures and the annual light up night 
that kicks off the holiday season for members 
of the retirement community. This year’s light 
up night was different however, because the 
staff and members of the community planned 
something special for the event. Pat Goetz, 
the director of the Main Street Community Life 
Program and resident Chuck Miller decided to 
construct homemade lanterns for the occa-
sion. Miller used Goetz’s design to fashion 
over 200 lanterns that were hung throughout 
the retirement community. The entire 
Passavant staff also wore vintage clothing dat-
ing back to the early part of the 20th century 
when the community was founded. 

The Passavant Retirement community was 
founded in 1905 by a board of directors con-
sisting of 15 individuals who organized the Old 
Peoples Home of the Pittsburgh Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Initially the com-
munity consisted of six residents, but now has 
over 600 members on a 42 acre campus. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the Passavant Retirement Community in 
Zelienople on its 100th anniversary. It is an 
honor to represent the Fourth Congressional 
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District of Pennsylvania and a pleasure to sa-
lute organizations such as the Passavant Re-
tirement community which provide such valu-
able services. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROSS CLAYTON 
WOODBURY FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Ross Clayton Woodbury, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 45, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. Ross is cur-
rently a senior at Central High School in Saint 
Joseph, Missouri and is the son of Mark and 
Karen Woodbury. 

Ross has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Ross 
started out as a Cub Scout, became a 
Webelo, completed Cub Scouts and then 
moved on to the Boy Scouts. During his Boy 
Scout career, Ross rose through the ranks of 
Tenderfoot, Second Class Scout, First Class 
Scout, Star Scout, Life Scout, and now Eagle 
Scout. Ross earned 25 merit badges and 
served as Troop 45’s Troop Guide. Addition-
ally, Ross was the recipient of the 50 Miler 
Award on three occasions for Adventure Trips 
to Wyoming, Colorado, and Canada. Ross 
was also tapped into the Tribe of Mic-O-Say 
and was given the name ‘‘Little Iron Ring.’’ 

For his Eagle Scout project, Ross led a 
team of scouts in association with the Saint 
Joseph Museum and the Missouri Department 
of Conservation to preserve Mount Mora Cem-
etery in Saint Joseph, an historical funeral 
park where Civil War Generals, Missouri Gov-
ernors, and Pony Express Riders are buried. 
Mr. Speaker, it may please the House to know 
that Mount Mora’s designer helped craft the 
plan for the Washington Monument here in our 
nation’s capital. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ross Clayton Woodbury, for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
REGARDING LANDS OF THE 
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 
OFF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
introduce legislation to require a moratorium 
on leasing, exploration, and development on 
lands of the Outer Continental Shelf off the 
State of California. It is imperative to the peo-
ple of California and San Diego County that 
we continue the Federal ban on offshore gas 
or oil drilling off of California’s coast. The envi-
ronmental sensitivities along the entire Cali-
fornia coastline make the region an inappro-

priate place to drill for oil or gas using current 
technology. The 1989 National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS) study confirmed that new ex-
ploration and drilling on existing leases and on 
undeveloped leases in the same area would 
be detrimental to the environment. While I be-
lieve that it is vital to explore additional do-
mestic sources of oil, and to pursue effective 
energy research and conservation programs, it 
is clear that immediately drilling off of Califor-
nia’s delicate shoreline would be worth far less 
than the threat that such drilling poses on 
California’s beaches. 

f 

HONORING J. MACK SWIGERT AS A 
GREAT LIVING CINCINNATIAN 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor J. Mack Swigert, a friend and con-
stituent, who will be formally honored as a 
Great Living Cincinnatian on February 24, 
2005 by the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of 
Commerce. The recipients of this prestigious 
annual award, presented since 1967, are se-
lected on the basis of professional achieve-
ment; leadership; vision; and community serv-
ice. Past honorees include Neil Armstrong; Dr. 
Albert B. Sabin; and Charles Scripps. 

Mr. Swigert is well known for his work on 
the historic National Labor-Management Rela-
tions Act of 1947, better known as the Taft- 
Hartley Act, which is still the critical center of 
America’s labor law. At the time, Mr. Swigert 
was a young associate attorney representing 
employers at the Cincinnati firm of Taft, 
Stettinius and Hollister. He was asked by U.S. 
Senator Robert Taft to draft some suggested 
amendments to the Wagner Act, the 1935 law 
protecting the bargaining rights of unions. 
While he believed that the Wagner Act had 
generally good features, Mr. Swigert felt some 
key changes were needed. Eventually these 
important amendments were passed over 
President Truman’s veto. Although Mr. Swigert 
credits Senator Taft’s political acumen with 
getting the changes passed, the law’s endur-
ance today is truly Mr. Swigert’s legacy. 

Ironically, Mr. Swigert never intended to be-
come a lawyer. Born in Illinois and raised in 
Iowa, he graduated from Harvard. He met his 
late wife, Alice, in 1930 while visiting his par-
ents in Tennessee, and she encouraged him 
to attend law school. Following a brief stint 
with a Chicago law firm, in 1936 he was asked 
by Charles Taft to work in the labor depart-
ment at Taft, Stettinius and Hollister, one of 
Greater Cincinnati’s largest and most distin-
guished law firms. He was named partner in 
1948, and in 1979 was named managing part-
ner and chairman of the Executive Committee. 
He still retains the title ‘‘Of Counsel’’ with the 
firm. 

In Cincinnati, Mr. Swigert has held leader-
ship posts with the Queen City Club; Cin-
cinnati Country Club; Queen City Optimists 
Club; Cincinnati Tennis Club; Recess Club; 
and Harvard Law Club. In 2004, the Cincinnati 
Bar Foundation presented him with its Lifetime 
Achievement in Law award. Mr. Swigert has 
two living children, David and Sally, and five 
grandchildren. 

All of us in Greater Cincinnati congratulate 
Mr. Swigert on being named a Great Living 
Cincinnatian. 

RETIREMENT TRIBUTE TO GLENN 
R. FULLER 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Super-
intendent Glenn R. Fuller who has retired after 
thirty-two years of service in the National Park 
Service. 

During his career Glenn R. Fuller worked in 
several national parks including Grand Canyon 
National Park as a back-country district ranger 
doing search and rescue; Cape Cod National 
Seashore as a Park Ranger; Rocky Mountain 
National Park as a Park Technician; Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area as a Park 
Ranger; and Site Manager at Muir Woods Na-
tional Park. He is also a retired law enforce-
ment officer. 

Glenn became Park Superintendent at Eu-
gene O’Neill National Historic Site in Novem-
ber 1993. In December 2001, he was pro-
moted to Superintendent of O’Neill NHS, John 
Muir National Historic Site, and Port Chicago 
Naval Magazine National Memorial. 

Glenn’s accomplishments are many and 
varied including the following: 

Successfully negotiating after fourteen years 
a settlement agreement with the Kuss Road 
Homeowners allowing access to Eugene 
O’Neill NHS. The agreement was signed in 
1994. 

Developing the treatment plan for the Cul-
tural Landscape Report at Eugene O’Neill 
NHS. This included installation of a deer 
fence, new irrigation system and removal of 
hazardous and non-historic trees and shrubs. 

Contracting in 2000 with a commercial video 
company to produce a video tour of areas in 
the Tao House that are not accessible to 
wheelchair users. 

Securing funding and requesting a Site As-
sessment for Livestock Pond Wetland Res-
toration at Eugene O’Neill NHS. 

Collaborating with Contra Costa County, 
Friends of Alhambra Creek, and neighbors on 
the Strenzel Lane Erosion and Sediment Re-
duction Projects Stability of Alhambra Creek at 
the John Muir family gravesite. 

Securing funds and initiating the Environ-
mental Assessment and Fire Management 
Plan for John Muir NHS and Eugene O’Neill 
NHS. 

Securing funds and initiating Environmental 
Assessments for two large construction 
projects at John Muir NHS. One project is to 
create a new parking and staging area on 
Franklin Canyon Road. This will allow multiple 
school buses and visitors to park safely and 
provide a staging area for the entrance at Mt. 
Wanda. The other project improves the back 
entrance to the park on Canyon Way and ac-
cess through the Highway 4 tunnel. 

Successfully negotiating with the Navy and 
Army an agreement for access to the Port 
Chicago National Memorial. For eleven years, 
the National Park Service has been trying to 
get this agreement and, after a concerted ef-
fort during the last three years, an agreement 
was signed November 24, 2004. Port Chicago 
and the story the Memorial tells has been a 
personal and professional commitment of 
Glenn’s. He has long believed that the story is 
of national significance that needs to reach all 
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Americans. Glenn has, within existing re-
sources, managed to share that story with 
hundreds of people in the years since the Me-
morial was created. Most especially, Glenn 
has coordinated the public observance of the 
anniversary of the explosion for the past ten 
years. 

Glenn is largely responsible for the over-
whelming success of the 60th anniversary 
ceremony of the 1944 Port Chicago explosion 
and the 10th anniversary of the creation of the 
Memorial. The ceremony was a mix of 
speeches, recognition, personal letters from 
relatives who were stationed at Port Chicago 
in 1944 and personal accounts of the injustice 
to black sailors during World War II. 

Glenn is an active member of the San Fran-
cisco Network Inventory and Monitoring Pro-
gram which provides natural resource man-
agement for both John Muir NHS and Eugene 
O’Neill NHS. Under Glenn’s watch the park 
now has a new soil map, Vegetation Manage-
ment Plan and Watershed Management Plan, 
moth and butterfly inventories, plans to re-
move unused fire roads, and containment of 
invasive plants. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Glenn Fuller’s 
many contributions to our nation’s history and 
his commitment to the National Park Service, 
it is proper for us, and it is my honor, to recog-
nize him today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THOMAS 
LARKIN 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Thomas Larkin 
on his retirement after 40 years of service to 
the Ohio Township Volunteer Fire Department. 

Thomas held the position of Fire Chief, and 
oversaw 75 volunteer firefighters. Thomas will 
continue to serve as the Ohio Township Fire 
Marshall, and sit on the planning commission 
for Ohio Township. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Thomas Larkin. It is an honor to rep-
resent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute citizens 
such as Thomas who truly embody the spirit 
of public service. 

f 

A LIVING SYMBOL OF AMERICA 
MUST NOT BE SLAUGHTERED 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to restore the prohibition on 
the commercial sale and slaughter of wild 
free-roaming horses and burros. 

My legislation is necessary because of 36 
lines that were hidden away in the recently en-
acted Consolidated Appropriations Act that 
overturned more than 30 years of national pol-
icy on the protection and management of wild 
free-roaming horses and burros. This back-
door legislative maneuver, enacted without 

public notice, will make these animals avail-
able to the highest bidder for processing into 
commercial products. 

We need to stop this senseless and inhu-
mane policy change before it can be carried 
out. 

This body needs to be reminded of the pub-
lic outcry, much of it from the voices of chil-
dren across the United States, that sparked 
Congress in 1971 to pass the Wild Free- 
Roaming Horses and Burros Act (Public Law 
92–195). That law established as national pol-
icy ‘‘that wild free-roaming horses and burros 
shall be protected from capture, branding, har-
assment, and death; and to accomplish this 
they are considered in the area where pres-
ently found, as an integral part of the natural 
system of the public lands.’’ Just as impor-
tantly, the law directed that ‘‘no wild free- 
roaming horse or burros or its remains may be 
sold or transferred for consideration for proc-
essing into commercial products.’’ 

It has been illegal for the past 33 years to 
sell or transfer wild horses and burros for 
processing into commercial products because 
many Americans abhor the thought. They 
would be aghast to know that these animals 
now can and will be slaughtered so their meat 
can be offered on menus in France, Belgium 
and Japan. 

The 1971 Act directed the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and the Forest Service to 
enforce the law on public lands. Unfortunately, 
these agencies, especially the BLM, have not 
lived up to the task. Reports of the Govern-
ment Accountability Office and the Inspector 
General, as well as newspaper exposes, have 
outlined numerous instances where the BLM 
has failed to properly manage these animals. 

Instead of addressing these long-term and 
widespread management problems, we have 
just seen the enactment of a quick and dirty 
fix. Now under the guise of ‘‘managing’’ these 
living symbols of the American West, the 
agency will be permitted to allow the slaughter 
of animals that they had been previously 
charged with protecting. 

What makes this slaughter provision all the 
more senseless is that humane alternatives 
exist and federal agencies have the authority 
to carry out such humane actions as adoption, 
sterilization, relocation, and placement with 
qualified individuals and organizations. To 
suggest that an acceptable solution to a fed-
eral agency’s management shortcomings is 
commercial slaughter is an irresponsible ap-
proach to our public lands and the wildlife that 
roam them. 

A public outcry has again begun across the 
United States over the change in law that now 
allows the commercial sale and slaughter of 
wild free-roaming horses and burros. We need 
to act before it is too late for thousands of 
these animals. I am pleased to introduce my 
legislation today with my colleague from Ken-
tucky Mr. WHITFIELD. I urge my other col-
leagues to support this bill so that we may 
have the prompt restoration of a just and hu-
mane policy for wild free-roaming horses and 
burros. 

HONORING SISTER MARY WILLIAM 
BRADY (1907–2005), FORMER 
PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE OF 
ST. CATHERINE IN ST. PAUL, 
MINNESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor the life of Sister Mary Wil-
liam Brady, who was an inspiration to her fam-
ily and everyone who knew her, particularly 
the students, faculty and staff at the College of 
St. Catherine in St. Paul, Minnesota. Sister 
Mary passed away on January 10, 2005 at the 
age of 98. 

Sister Mary William Brady served as presi-
dent of the College of St. Catherine from 1955 
to 1961 and was associated with the college 
for more than 70 years. An outstanding pro-
fessor and forward-looking president, she 
helped build St. Kate’s into the largest Catho-
lic college for women. As an alumna, I feel 
privileged to have known her. 

Sister Mary made lasting contributions to 
the College of St. Catherine, as well as to the 
education and preparation of many young 
women as leaders of our communities. Her 
dedication and integrity will be greatly missed 
at St. Kate’s. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to insert into the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the following Star 
Tribune article honoring Sister Mary William 
Brady: 

[From the Minneapolis Star Tribune, Jan. 
14, 2005] 

SISTER MARY WILLIAM BRADY, 98 
(By Mary Jane Smetanka) 

Sister Mary William Brady, the oldest liv-
ing former president of the College of St. 
Catherine in St. Paul, died Monday at Beth-
any Convent. She was 98. 

Brady, president of St. Kate’s from 1955 to 
1961, was associated with the college for 
more than 70 years. In an interview three 
weeks before her death, on the occasion of 
the college’s centennial, she told a life story 
that made it seem she was destined for St. 
Kate’s. A native of Fall River, Mass., she 
joined her brother William in St. Paul in 1930 
after her father’s death. 

‘‘I had no intention of staying in ‘the 
West,’ ’’ Brady recalled. Each summer be-
tween classes at St. Kate’s and an early job 
as a teacher at a St. Paul Catholic school, 
she returned to Fall River. Her mother fi-
nally told her there was nothing left for an 
educated woman to do there, and Brady 
moved back to St. Paul permanently. 

‘‘I liked it here very much,’’ she said. 
Her brother went on to become archbishop 

of St. Paul from 1956 to 1961. 
Brady joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of 

Carondelet and became an English professor 
at St. Kate’s, specializing in American lit-
erature. She became one of a corps of re-
markably outward-looking nuns who built 
the school into the nation’s largest Catholic 
college for women, earning her doctorate 
from the University of Chicago in a time 
when the sight of a black habit on that cam-
pus drew double-takes from other students. 

‘‘Every young sister had to develop herself 
as far as she could go,’’ she said. ‘‘They could 
barely afford to send me to the University of 
Minnesota or Chicago, but they did. 

‘‘You were educated not for yourself, but 
for what you could give to others.’’ 

Brady downplayed her accomplishments as 
president, saying, ‘‘I wasn’t a good adminis-
trator—I preferred teaching.’’ 
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But it was during her tenure as president 

that the school built a much-needed new li-
brary. As students and faculty members car-
ried the 95,000 books from the old building to 
the new, they received a brownie from a nun. 

When she left the presidency, Brady stud-
ied in Rome for a year, taught at a college in 
Los Angeles and rejoined St. Kate’s as a pro-
fessor and archivist. She retired in 1993, mov-
ing to Bethany Convent, a residence and 
nursing home for older sisters at the edge of 
the St. Kate’s campus. 

Brady kept a rosary on the table next to 
her easy chair and had a keen memory up to 
the time of her death. Interested in horse 
racing, she insisted on going to a movie the-
ater in her wheelchair to see ‘‘Seabiscuit’’ 
and had a portrait of Kentucky Derby winner 
Smarty Jones taped to a cabinet in her 
room. 

‘‘I love that horse!’’ she said. 
Brady’s brother preceded her in death. 

There are no immediate survivors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARRY J. COLICELLI 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the work of a man I am 
proud to represent in Congress, Captain Barry 
J. Colicelli. Barry was recognized on Tuesday, 
January 18, 2005 in honor of his recent retire-
ment from the Newark, New Jersey Police De-
partment. 

It is only fitting that he be honored, in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest freely 
elected body on earth, for he has a long his-
tory of dedication, leadership, and commitment 
to his community. 

Barry has enjoyed a career in law enforce-
ment that has spanned nearly three decades. 
In 1977, he began his tenure in law enforce-
ment with the Newark Police Department. 
Shortly after his assignment to Newark, Barry 
was reassigned to the Camden Police Depart-
ment and then to the Union County Prosecu-
tor’s Office before returning to Newark. 

Upon his return to the Newark Police De-
partment in 1980, Barry was assigned to the 
East District as a Police Officer. In 1982 Barry 
received his first of several promotions to De-
tective and was assigned to the Violent 
Crimes Bureau. 

Ten years following his first promotion, 
Barry received a subsequent promotion to De-
tective Sergeant. It was at this time that he 
was placed in charge of the Narcotics Squad. 
During his post as Detective Sergeant, Barry 
created a program that would garner him na-
tional recognition. 

The Tactical Auto Recovery Group and En-
forcement Team (TARGET) aimed at limiting 
the amount of auto thefts and carjackings in 
the City of Newark. The program’s success 
netted over $5 million worth of stolen autos, 
$600,000 in stolen currency and 52 firearms 
confiscated. The program was not only suc-
cessful in the amount of property recovered, 
but it also removed Newark as the number 
one city for car theft in the nation. For its 
achievements, the TARGET program received 
praise from the United States Department of 
State. 

Barry has been successful in every under-
taking with the Newark Police Department. His 
final promotion before retiring came in 2000 

when he achieved the rank of Captain. His 
most recent work in the field of Gang Enforce-
ment and Intelligence has benefited not only 
the residents of Newark, but the entire State 
of New Jersey as well. Through collaborations 
with State Senator Ronald Rice, Barry was 
able to introduce legislation targeting gang vio-
lence and activities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the City of Newark, Barry’s family 
and friends, and me in recognizing the out-
standing and invaluable achievements of Barry 
J. Colicelli. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JIM CONNER 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize Jim Conner on 
being named the 2005 President of the Penn-
sylvania Builders Association. 

Jim is the owner of Conner Construction in 
New Castle, Pennsylvania and has been a 
member of the Pennsylvania Builders Associa-
tion for 18 years. Prior to being elected Presi-
dent he has served as regional vice president, 
director, treasurer and secretary not to men-
tion serving on the membership and bylaw 
committees. In 2001, Mr. Conner was named 
the Pennsylvania Builders Association’s Small 
Contractor of the Year. 

Locally, Mr. Conner has served two terms 
as President of the Lawrence County Builders 
Association, 5 years as a national representa-
tive and has been on the board of directors for 
the past 10 years. Mr. Conner is also an ac-
tive member of the Lawrence County Cham-
ber of Commerce, of the New Castle 
Mahoning Lodge 243 and the Coachmen Con-
servation Club. He is married to his wife Kathy 
and has two sons, Patrick and Justin. 

I ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Jim 
Conner. It is an honor to represent the Fourth 
Congressional District of Pennsylvania and a 
pleasure to salute citizens such as Jim who 
make the communities that they live in truly 
special. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID RALL BRAD-
LEY III FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize David Rall Bradley, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 45, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. Rall is currently 
a senior at Pembroke Hill in Kansas City, and 
is the son of David Bradley, Jr. and Suzanne 
Bradley of Saint Joseph, Missouri. 

Rall has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Rall 
started as a Tiger Cub Scout, and then rose 
through the Boy Scout ranks of Tenderfoot, 

Second Class Scout, First Class Scout, Star 
Scout, Life Scout, and now Eagle Scout. 
Along the way, Rall earned 23 merit badges, 
and several scouting awards such as the 
Arrow of Light Award and the 50 Miler Award, 
which he received following an Adventure Trip 
to the San Juan Mountains in Colorado. Rall 
was inducted into the Honorary Tribe of Mic- 
O-Say, and also has served as Historian and 
Quartermaster of his troop. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Rall led a team 
of scouts in association with the Saint Joseph 
Museum and the Missouri Department of Con-
servation to preserve Mount Mora Cemetery in 
Saint Joseph, an historical funeral park where 
Civil War Generals, Missouri Governors, and 
Pony Express Riders are buried. Mr. Speaker, 
it may please the House to know that Mount 
Mora’s designer helped craft the plan for the 
Washington Monument here in our nation’s 
capital. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending David Rall Bradley III, for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TAX INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE 
RECYCLING (TIER) ACT 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Tax Incentives to En-
courage Recycling (TIER) Act, legislation to 
address the problem of electronic waste in this 
country. 

E-waste is a growing problem. With con-
tinuing advancements in technology, com-
puters, televisions and cell phones are quickly 
becoming obsolete, and soon after arriving on 
the market, end up in our landfills. This equip-
ment contains some toxic material that should 
be recycled or disposed of in a way that does 
not pose harm to the environment. 

For this reason, I have introduced the Tax 
Incentives to Encourage Recycling (TIER) Act. 
This bill will provide tax incentives to com-
puter, electronic and cell phone manufacturers 
that implement recycling programs. The bene-
fits are two-fold: the TIER Act will help protect 
the environment and will keep the costs of 
computers and electronic equipment low. 

The biggest burden to recycling is the trans-
portation of the equipment from the residence 
or business to the recycling center. This legis-
lation will provide the incentive for manufactur-
ers or third parties to transport old equipment 
to recycling centers. 

Some state legislatures have already 
passed laws to impose user fees on the pur-
chase of computer equipment. This drives up 
the cost of computers and only serves to fur-
ther widen the digital divide. We should be 
working to make computer equipment more af-
fordable for all Americans. 

I would like to thank my colleague, Mr. CAN-
TOR, for cosponsoring this important legisla-
tion. By providing incentives for recycling, we 
can keep the costs of computers reasonable 
and protect our environment. 
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HONORING RICHARD W. VILTER, 

M.D. AS A GREAT LIVING CIN-
CINNATIAN 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Richard W. Vilter, M.D., a leader in our 
medical community, who will be formally hon-
ored as a Great Living Cincinnatian on Feb-
ruary 24, 2005 by the Greater Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce. Recipients of this 
prestigious annual award are chosen on the 
basis of professional achievement, leadership, 
vision, and community service. Past honorees 
include Neil Armstrong, Dr. Albert Sabin, and 
Charles Scripps. 

A native Cincinnatian, Dr. Vilter has said 
that not only did he want to follow in the foot-
steps of his father, Dr. William F. Vilter, he 
never considered doing anything else. After 
graduating from Hughes High School in 1929, 
he earned his undergraduate and medical de-
grees from Harvard. Dr. Vilter promised to join 
his father in practice when he returned to Cin-
cinnati, but, tragically, his father died of leu-
kemia before he could do so. Dr. Vilter has 
said this is what led him to pursue his distin-
guished career in blood diseases. 

After graduating from medical school in 
1937, Dr. Vilter earned an internship at Cin-
cinnati General Hospital specializing in internal 
medicine. In 1940, he was named senior resi-
dent, and later became chief medical resident. 
He went on to hold many leadership positions 
at Cincinnati General, including founding direc-
tor of the Division of Hematology and Assist-
ant Director of the Department of Internal 
Medicine. In 1956, he became the Gordon and 
Helen Hughes Taylor Professor of Medicine 
and director of the Department of Internal 
Medicine at the University of Cincinnati, posi-
tions he held until 1978. He still serves as the 
Gordon and Helen Hughes Taylor Professor 
Emeritus of Medicine, continuing his teaching 
and consulting work. Dr. Vilter has also spread 
his practice of medicine internationally, acting 
as a consultant for the United Nations’ World 
Health Organization, traveling for the Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau, and serving as 
chair of the National Advisory Committee’s 
Malnutrition Research Center in Thailand. 

Dr. Vilter has held leadership positions with 
many organizations, including the University of 
Cincinnati College of Medicine’s Medical Herit-
age Library Board; the American College of 
Physicians/American Society of Internal Medi-
cine; American Society of Clinical Nutrition, 
where he was the first president; the American 
Clinical and Climitalogical Association; and the 
Cincinnati Society of Internal Medicine. He re-
ceived the American College of Physicians 
Ohio Chapter’s Laureate Award in 2002; the 
American Medical Association’s Joseph 
Goldberger Award for outstanding contribu-
tions in the field of nutrition; the National 
March of Dimes Foundation’s Dan Tehan Hu-
manitarian Award; the University of Cincinnati 
College of Medicine’s Daniel Drake Award for 
major and lasting contributions to the College; 
and the University of Cincinnati Excellence 
Award. 

In August, 2003, Dr. Vilter lost his beloved 
wife of 70 years, Sue. He lost his son, Richard 
Jr., in 1990. 

All of us in Cincinnati congratulate Dr. Vilter 
on being named a Great Living Cincinnatian. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLEN BRAVO, OUT-
GOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
9TO5 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
WORKING WOMEN 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a colleague and 
contemporary: Ellen Bravo, outgoing Executive 
Director of 9to5 National Association of Work-
ing Women. 

Ellen is a longtime resident of the city of Mil-
waukee who has made innumerable contribu-
tions to the advancement of women’s rights. 
For over 20 years she has overseen the 
growth and evolution of 9to5. Under her lead-
ership, this organization has brought women’s 
voices into debates over state and national 
policies on issues ranging from welfare reform 
to sexual harassment in the workplace. 

Ellen’s efforts have resulted in concrete ad-
vances for all women. She fought for a higher 
minimum wage for all workers, while chal-
lenging State lawmakers to ensure women re-
ceived equal pay for equal work. She led the 
fight to win family and medical leave benefits 
for Wisconsin workers. She was a critical 
voice in the national move to replace welfare 
with a work-based system. Even now, she is 
working with coalitions in several states to ex-
pand workers’ access to sick leave benefits. 

An accomplished speaker and trainer, a 
noted public commentator, Ellen has contrib-
uted to our understanding of the needs of 
working women and their families. Not only 
has her advocacy expanded the research 
agenda, her commitment to organizing has en-
sured that women are empowered to fight for 
the policies they need. 

Ellen’s vision is that all women should have 
more power. I can say with certainty that her 
work has helped support and sustain law-
makers who share that vision. I have firsthand 
knowledge of her support as a lawmaker. She 
is one of my advisors and, more importantly, 
my friend. 

I am pleased to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate Ellen on these achievements, and to 
wish her well in the next phase of her life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MELISSA SIEG 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize Melissa Sieg, on 
being elected the 2005 President of the Penn-
sylvania Association of Realtors. 

On January 25, 2005 Melissa will be inau-
gurated as the 82nd president, only the sixth 
woman in the 85 year history of the Associa-
tion to be named to the position. Melissa is an 
associate broker who, along with her husband 
Bill, owns and operates the Prudential First 
Choice Realty located in State College, Penn-
sylvania. Besides her participation in the 

Pennsylvania Association of Realtors, Melissa 
has also been actively involved in the Centre 
County Association of Realtors where she has 
served on the Board of Directors, as vice 
president and also as president. In 1996 she 
was named the Centre County Association of 
Realtors’ ‘‘Realtor of the Year.’’ 

Besides being professionally active, Melissa 
finds time to give back to her community as a 
YMCA swimming. official and as the Bellefonte 
High School varsity swim coach. She has also 
served on the community boards for the 
Bellefonte YMCA, the Centre County United 
Way and served as Vice President for the 
Marion-Walker Youth Baseball League and as 
President of the Bellefonte YMCA Swim Team 
Parent’s Association. 

I ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Me-
lissa Sieg. It is an honor to represent the 
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania 
and a pleasure to salute citizens such as Me-
lissa who make the communities that they live 
in truly special. 

f 

HONORING PATRICIA SCATOLONI 
DEDICATION TO EDUCATION AND 
HELPING THOSE LESS FORTU-
NATE 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Patricia D. Scatoloni who 
served her local community as a school teach-
er for 50 years and served the people of Mac-
edonia as a member of the Peace Corps since 
December. She died of natural causes on Jan-
uary 1, 2005. 

Patricia Scatoloni began her Peace Corps 
training in September 2004, and took her offi-
cial oath as a volunteer in December. She fo-
cused on English education in the village of 
Leskoec where she worked on both elemen-
tary and adult education. Since 1961 the 
Peace Corps has sent more than 178,000 vol-
unteers to live and work around the world. 

The 74-year-old mother of three will be re-
membered as an enthusiastic and creative 
teacher who cared deeply about her students. 
She taught in the Los Angeles public schools 
for 18 years and finished her career in the 
Pasadena public schools as a full-time sub-
stitute teacher. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring the memory of Patricia 
Scatoloni for her immense dedication to public 
service. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE DEATH OF SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to submit for the RECORD a statement by 
the Churchill Centre commemorating the 40th 
anniversary of the death of Sir Winston 
Churchill. The Churchill Centre has members 
around the globe and a mission to ‘‘foster 
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leadership, statesmanship, vision and courage 
among democratic and freedom-loving peo-
ples worldwide, through the thoughts, words, 
works and deeds of Winston Spencer Church-
ill.’’ One of its recent activities, for example, 
was to help sponsor the widely acclaimed 
‘‘Churchill and the Great Republic’’ exhibit that 
began at the Library of Congress last year and 
is now moving around the country. 

I have been a member of the Churchill Cen-
tre and its predecessors for nearly 20 years. 
I believe that each of us today, as well as the 
generations to come, can learn from and be 
inspired by the life of Sir Winston Churchill. I 
commend the statement and the work of this 
organization to all my colleagues. 

REMEMBERING A GREAT MAN 40 YEARS ON 
January 24 marked the 40th anniversary of 

the passing of the great British statesman 
and war leader, and honorary U.S. citizen, 
Sir Winston S. Churchill. Believed by many 
to be the greatest individual of the past Cen-
tury, and widely recognized as the single 
greatest obstacle to Nazi tyranny, Sir Win-
ston died on this date in 1965 at the age of 90. 

In a career that spanned from the Vic-
torian age to the Space age, Winston Spencer 
Churchill held almost every major govern-
ment position in the British government; 
served in Parliament under every monarch 
from Queen Victoria to Queen Elizabeth II; 
won the Nobel Prize for literature in recogni-
tion of a body of work that encompassed 
forty books and innumerable articles and 
speeches; and, was an accomplished artist, 
producing over 500 paintings in his lifetime. 
His official biographer, Sir Martin Gilbert, 
when asked to produce a one sentence de-
scription of Churchill, wrote: ‘‘He was a 
great humanitarian who was himself dis-
tressed that the accidents of history gave 
him his greatest power at a time when every-
thing had to be focused on defending the 
country from destruction, rather than 
achieving his goals of a fairer society.’’ 

As the 20th Century drew to a close, The 
Churchill Centre, Washington, D.C., a broad-
ly-based international organization of over 
3,500 members that exists to foster leader-
ship and boldness through the words, works, 
and deeds of Sir Winston Churchill, pub-
lished in its journal, Finest Hour, state-
ments issued by world leaders and the media 
supporting the designation of Winston 
Churchill as the ‘‘Person of the Century’’. 
Here are two of those statements: 

‘‘Churchill was the century’s best example 
of how individuals can shape history rather 
than being shaped by it. The force of his will 
and his words gave courage to his country 
and saved the West. Yet it was also Churchill 
who, after World War II, discerned the dan-
gers to come from communist tyranny. Just 
as he defined the moral issues of the 1930s 
and 1940s, he defined the great moral chal-
lenge up to our own time. Totalitarianism 
was the greatest evil of the 20th century, and 
Churchill its most able adversary.’’—Gov-
ernor George W. Bush in Time, 22 November 
1999. 

‘‘We can make sense of the future if we un-
derstand the lessons of the past. Winston 
Churchill, my first prime minister, said that 
‘the further backward you look, the further 
forward you can see.’ And it was this impor-
tance of history which was much in my mind 
when I opened the new Scottish Parliament 
in July this year.’’—Her Majesty the Queen, 
Christmas Message, 25 December 1999. 

Why should the world remember a man 
who lived so long ago at a time seemingly so 
remote from the present? Quite simply, be-
cause the words, the deeds, and the works of 
Winston Churchill take on an aura of immor-
tality that transcend years and generations 

and can provide guidance to the world today 
and into the future. 

Churchill was a defender of the family as it 
is traditionally understood. He believed that 
government should foster independence of 
spirit. He believed this requires that people 
own property, with little hindrance and light 
taxation, and remain responsible for their 
own well-being. Churchill believed Western 
Civilization is a force for good. He believed 
that the traditions of the English-Speaking 
Peoples, rightly understood, reflected truths 
of unchanging vitality and application to all 
persons and all times. He thought socialism 
and bureaucracy incompatible with human 
liberty and even with the survival of nations. 
He believed that certain codes of morality 
find sanction in a permanent law, not made 
by mankind. A violation of this law is, he be-
lieved, always wrong. Virtue, not creativity, 
was his touchstone. These principles will 
continue to require champions in this cen-
tury. 

Churchill’s motto, expressed as the 
‘‘moral’’ of his acclaimed six-volume history 
of The Second World War, clearly expresses 
these ideals. 

In War: Resolution. 

In Defeat: Defiance. 

In Victory: Magnanimity. 

In Peace: Good Will. 

Now, forty years after his passing, Winston 
Churchill is still quoted, read, revered, and 
referred to as much, if not more, than when 
he was alive. Let us, therefore, take a mo-
ment to reflect on a man who gave so much 
to the world during his lifetime, and who 
will be remembered and honored as long as a 
free world continues to exist and continues 
to honor its heroes. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DOBBS FERRY 
HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dobbs Ferry High School for win-
ning the 2004 New York State Class C Foot-
ball Championship. 

Through hard work, commitment and by al-
ways keeping their eye on the ball, this team 
completed a perfect 13–0 season en route to 
the title. 

This championship continues the rich tradi-
tion that Dobbs Ferry High School has estab-
lished on and off the football field. By winning 
this title, Dobbs Ferry has now won the state 
title two of the last three years. Dobbs Ferry 
is only the fifth school ever to win a state title 
in multiple football classes. 

By applying the principles of fair play, good 
sportsmanship and constructive competition to 
sports and all other walks of life, the school 
has become a shining example for others to 
follow. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Dobbs Ferry High School on their 
accomplishment and I wish them the best of 
luck in defending their title next season. 

CONGRATULATING FRANK J. 
LIKAR 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate Frank J. Likar 
of Pittsburgh on his retirement after 34 years 
of service to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Pittsburgh District. A luncheon will be 
held in his honor on Friday, January 21, 2005, 
in Pittsburgh. 

Frank has been the Deputy District Engineer 
for Programs and Project Management in the 
Pittsburgh District since June 2003. Prior to 
this, Frank held several supervisory and man-
agement positions throughout the Pittsburgh 
District in engineering, construction, operations 
and project management. Frank began his 
federal career in the District in 1971 after serv-
ing in the U.S. Marine Corps and in 1976 he 
was one of four selected for the District Exec-
utive Development Program. 

A graduate from the University of Pittsburgh 
in 1971, Frank is a registered Professional En-
gineer in Pennsylvania, and a member of the 
Chi Epsilon national civil engineering honors 
fraternity. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Mr. Frank J. Likar. It is an honor to rep-
resent the Fourth Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania and a pleasure to salute the 
service of citizens like Frank Likar who per-
sonify civic pride and make the communities 
that they live in truly special. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
CABRILLO CIVIC CLUBS OF CALI-
FORNIA 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the Cabrillo Civic Clubs 
of California upon the celebration of their 70th 
Annual Convention. The Cabrillo Club is dedi-
cated to the civic progress of Californians of 
Portuguese descent, to teach and foster 
Americanization, and to encourage better edu-
cation and perpetuate the achievements of 
their forefathers. The Club is dedicated to 
these ideals in memory of John Rorigues 
Cabrillo, the discoverer of California. 

The Cabrillo Civic Clubs, Inc. was organized 
in 1934 by Californians of Portuguese descent 
who were proud that a Portuguese mariner 
had discovered the beautiful state of Cali-
fornia. Today, there are fourteen clubs 
throughout the Golden State with nearly 3000 
members. The Club is known for its many 
charitable activities including blood drives, 
fundraising for polio and cancer research, as-
sisting candidates for U.S. citizenship, and 
providing college scholarships for students of 
Portuguese descent. In addition, the Cabrillo 
Clubs strive to foster an interest within their 
communities in Portuguese customs and cul-
ture through local events such as ‘‘Festas 
Portuguesas.’’ 

I am especially honored to recognize this re-
markable organization, as I am of Portuguese 
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heritage. I too appreciate the importance of 
celebrating our culture, and embracing the 
ideals upheld by the Cabrillo Civic Clubs of 
California. Their 70 years of dedication to pre-
serving our heritage while promoting progress 
is admirable and certainly deserving of rec-
ognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly ask that my 
colleagues join me in recognizing the Cabrillo 
Civic Clubs of California, an organization 
steeped in culture and tradition that remains 
committed to the preservation and progress of 
the Portuguese community and the State of 
California. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LOSS OF ARMY 
SPECIALIST ALAIN L. 
KAMOLVATHIN 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with profound sorrow that I rise to recog-
nize the loss of a New Jersey citizen who 
served with dignity and honor as a soldier in 
Iraq. I join his family, friends and members of 
his community in mourning this great loss. 

On Sunday, January 16, Army Spc. Alain L. 
Kamolvathin, 21, of Blairstown, New Jersey 
died in Baghdad, Iraq as a result of a vehicle 
accident. Kamolvathin was assigned to the 
Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 69th In-
fantry Regiment, New York, New York. 

A resident of Blairstown, N.J., Kamolvathin 
attended North Warren Regional High School. 
Following graduation, Kamolvathin enlisted in 
the New Jersey National Guard to serve our 
great nation while also seeking out new edu-
cational and travel opportunities. His friends 
described him as a hardworking, intelligent 
person with a deep love and commitment to 
his close-knit family. 

This loss causes us to reflect on the bravery 
demonstrated by our men and women in uni-
form as they carry out their obligations in the 
face of danger. When their Nation called them 
to duty to preserve freedom and the security 
of our neighbors, they answered without hesi-
tation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to 
recognize the life of a proud soldier and heroic 
representative of the State of New Jersey. 
Army Spc. Alain L. Kamolvathin was an honor-
able defender of liberty and he deserves our 
gratitude and respect. 

We remember those who have fallen not 
only as soldiers, but also as patriots who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. 
May we keep their loved ones in our thoughts 
and prayers as they struggle to endure this 
difficult period and mourn the heroes America 
has lost. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM BEAUMONT 
HOSPITAL 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize one of the finest institutions 

in my Congressional District, William Beau-
mont Hospital, which today celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary. 

Responding to a need for hospital services 
in southern Oakland County, William Beau-
mont Hospital first opened its doors in Royal 
Oak, Michigan on January 24, 1955 with 238 
beds. In 1977, Beaumont opened a second 
hospital in Troy, Michigan. Today, Beaumont 
Hospital is a 1,061-bed tertiary care, teaching, 
research and referral center, representing 91 
medical and surgical specialties, with a staff of 
more than 2,400 physicians. 

The importance and value of Beaumont 
Hospital to Oakland County is clear. In 2003, 
Beaumont was ranked first in the State of 
Michigan for inpatient hospital admissions, 
births and emergency room visits. In 2002, the 
hospital was ranked first in the United States 
for outpatient surgeries, and second in the 
United States for total surgeries. Beaumont 
has also established itself as a major teaching 
facility, with 290 resident physicians in 17 ac-
credited residency programs, 40 fellows in 13 
fellowship programs and affiliations with major 
universities. 

Beaumont has made tremendous contribu-
tions to Oakland County as the county’s third 
largest employer. In 2001, the hospital was 
ranked by Crain’s Detroit Business as one of 
the best places to work. 

Technological advances over the past 50 
years have brought many changes to the 
healthcare profession and to hospital services, 
and the staff of William Beaumont Hospital 
has remained true to its mission of providing 
efficient, effective, and compassionate patient 
care. It has maintained services that have 
earned it a reputation as one of the nation’s 
top hospitals. 

In 50 years, Beaumont Hospital has grown 
into a thriving hospital that is nationally recog-
nized for providing outstanding healthcare 
services. Beaumont Hospital has been an im-
portant resource for Oakland County and an 
exemplary institution during its years of serv-
ice and dedication to our community. I am 
proud to have this top rate facility in my Con-
gressional District. 

This is a significant milestone for William 
Beaumont Hospital and I want to commend it 
for its service and dedication to the residents 
of Oakland County. I look forward to working 
together with Beaumont Hospital to build upon 
its achievements to make the hospital even 
stronger for the future. 

f 

HONORING SUSAN SEGAL 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Susan Segal, Principal of Basic High 
School in Henderson, Nevada. Ms. Segal is 
now completing her twenty-first year in the 
Clark County School District. She moved to 
Nevada from New York City where she earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish from the 
City University of New York and began teach-
ing Spanish and French in the New York City 
school system. Ms. Segal began her career in 
Nevada’s school system in February 1983 as 
an itinerant English language teacher in the 
Indo-Chinese Refugee Program. 

Ms. Segal became an administrator in Janu-
ary 1994 when she was appointed Dean of 
Students at Basic High School, and after two 
years was appointed Assistant Principal at 
Cheyenne High School. In January of 1999 
she was appointed Principal of Desert Pines 
High School where she was in charge of se-
lecting a curriculum and hiring a complete staff 
for the high school. 

In July of 2002, Ms. Segal returned to Basic 
High School where she is the current principal 
and oversees 100 licensed personnel, five ad-
ministrators, and 40 support staff in a school 
of about 2,230 students. She balances her 
time between her staff and her students by 
ensuring that her students are receiving the 
best education possible. 

Mr. Speaker, Susan Segal works diligently 
to serve her local Nevada community as she 
works hard to prepare her students for the fu-
ture. She is a wonderful role model who gives 
100 percent to her staff and her students. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate her diligence and hard 
work and would ask that my colleagues sup-
port me in honoring Susan Segal for her in-
valuable service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday, 
January 6, I was unable to be present during 
the counting of the electoral ballots and 
missed the vote on Agreeing to the Objection 
to counting the ballots of the state of Ohio. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO WALT STARLING 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to 
the attention of the House the recent passing 
of Walt Starling, who many Members who 
have been serving in the House for a while 
will remember as the first traffic reporter in the 
Washington metropolitan area who took to the 
air to report on rush hour traffic conditions. 

For over 20 years, twice each workday, 
Walt circled the Washington skies at 1,200 
feet in a Cessna plane that he piloted himself 
to let us know where the traffic jams were and 
how to avoid them. I was one of the fortunate 
ones to ride on a tour around the region. I got 
the bird’s eye view, including the highway net-
work in my district located just outside the na-
tion’s capital in Virginia. 

I also got to know Walt and to rely on his 
advice on ways to improve transportation in 
our region. Walt and two airborne traffic re-
porters in Washington that he trained—Bob 
Marbourg and Andy Parks—saw the big traffic 
picture every day from their unique vantage 
points and gave their professional insight at a 
town meeting I held in the 1980’s on reducing 
high occupancy vehicle (HOV) rules on I–66. 

Walt was a caring, dedicated professional 
who touched the lives of so many people. He 
also was a devoted husband and father. To 
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his family, we send our deepest condolences 
and also our thanks for their sharing of Walt 
with us all. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD two 
articles from the Washington Post of January 
5, and January 13, about the life of Walt Star-
ling. 

ON-AIR TRAFFIC REPORTER WALT STARLING 
DIES 

(By Joe Holley) 
Walt Starling, a flying traffic reporter 

whose live radio reports of Capital Beltway 
jams, fender benders and bottlenecks helped 
Washington area commuters get to work 
every morning and home every night, died 
Jan. 4 of colon cancer at his home in 
Laytonsville. He was 52. 

Mr. Starling was one of the first traffic re-
porters in the area to become a radio person-
ality. From 1974 until 1995, he folded his 6- 
foot-4 frame into the cramped cockpit of a 
Cessna 172 and circled the Beltway at 1,200 
feet, looking for ways to keep traffic flowing 
and commuter frustrations to a minimum, 
tasks that grew increasingly difficult as the 
population boomed and traffic increased. He 
reported traffic twice a day for a succession 
of area stations, flying an estimated 2.2 mil-
lion air miles. 

In recent years, he had been working for 
WRC–TV (Channel 4) in the District. 

Mr. Starling’s career as an air-traffic radio 
reporter began as a class project at the Uni-
versity of Maryland in 1973. As he explained 
to The Washington Post in 1994, he was a 
senior in the radio and television program, 
and his assignment was to create a job for 
himself. He was taking flying lessons at the 
time and came up with the idea of using a 
fixed-wing plane to monitor traffic and pro-
vide regular radio reports. Fuel, mainte-
nance and insurance would be less expensive 
than for a helicopter, and a plane would be 
safer, he maintained. 

The instructor, also a pilot, was not con-
vinced. ‘‘That’s about the dumbest thing I’ve 
ever read,’’ he told Mr. Starling. 

Undaunted, Mr. Starling dropped out of 
school and pitched the idea to WAVA (105.1 
FM). The station agreed to give it a try, and 
on March 4, 1974, he began delivering 10 re-
ports during morning drive time and 10 dur-
ing the afternoon rush. In the early days of 
his venture, he was allowed to sell his own 
sponsorships, so he traded commercial spots 
for, among other things, eyeglasses, meals, 
cars and carpeting for his home. 

Mr. Starling was one of the few traffic re-
porters in the country who both flew the 
plane and did the reporting, dual duties that 
made insurance companies anxious. Circling 
above the snaking lines of traffic, he man-
aged to work the controls of his plane, spot 
where the traffic was snarled and then de-
liver up-to-the-minute information in 
smooth one-minute reports. 

He had only two emergency landings dur-
ing his career, but he knew the location of 
every swath of green in the area, just in 
case. 

His voice had a calming effect on often- 
harried commuters. At sunset during the 
winter, he would gently remind drivers to 
switch on their headlights, and he knew the 
area so well he could offer alternatives to 
drivers coming up on bottlenecks. He also 
trained other traffic reporters, including 
Andy Parks of WMAL (630 AM) and Bob 
Marbourg of WTOP (1500 AM). 

Walter Maurice Starling was born in Wash-
ington and grew up in Hyattsville, down the 
street and around the corner from College 
Park Airport, where the Wright brothers 
trained the nation’s first military pilots. His 
father, Walter M. Starling, a businessman 
who died last month, earned his private pi-

lot’s license in 1947 and took his son up for 
the first time in 1956, when he was 4. (Mr. 
Starling’s sister and son also are pilots.) 

He graduated from Northwestern High 
School in Hyattsville in 1970. At U-Md. in the 
early 1970s, he reported for WMUC (88.1 FM), 
the campus radio and TV station, but 
dropped out of school to begin his ‘‘Wash-
ington Skywatch.’’ He received his under-
graduate degree in 1981. Over the years, he 
reported for WAVA–AM and FM News Radio, 
WASH (97.1 FM), WPGC (95.5 FM) and WLIT/ 
WARW–FM. 

His heyday, recalled David Burd of WMAL– 
AM, was at WASH–FM in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. The station was tops in the mar-
ket, and Mr. Starling’s reports were a pop-
ular feature. 

In the early 1990s, as stations increasingly 
turned to traffic reporting services that offer 
reports to several stations at the same time, 
the economics of the individual reporter 
turned against Mr. Starling. After leaving 
WARW–FM in 1995, he went to work for 
WRC–TV, where he began learning the me-
dium of television from the ground up. He 
was an assignment editor for the station be-
fore becoming ill in early 2004. 

Mr. Starling was an active member of First 
United Methodist Church in Hyattsville. He 
also flew as a barnstorming pilot for Flying 
Circus Airshows and restored vintage planes. 

Survivors include his wife of 29 years, 
Sharon Lynn Starling of Laytonsville; two 
children, W. Brent Starling of Laytonsville 
and Joanna Lynn Starling of Rockville; his 
mother, Doris Starling of Silver Spring; a 
sister, Phyllis Starling of Rockville; and two 
grandchildren. 

BLAZING A TRAIL FOR TRAFFIC REPORTERS 
(By Steven Ginsberg) 

There Bob Marbourg was, before anyone 
knew who Bob Marbourg was, looking for a 
twirl over the Washington region with Walt 
Starling, the premier flying traffic reporter 
of the late 1970s. 

‘‘I know you take folks along for a ride 
with you. I wonder if I might do that with 
you sometime,’’ Marbourg recalled asking 
Starling at a street fair in College Park. 

Sure, Starling said. Before long, Marbourg 
was by Starling’s side in his signature 
Cessna 172. Marbourg took some pictures 
that Starling liked, and Marbourg was asked 
to come back again. And again and again. 
One Memorial Day weekend, Starling sug-
gested to his station manager that Marbourg 
fill in while he was away and, poof, a radio 
traffic reporter’s career was born. 

That was the kind of guy Starling was, 
Marbourg said last week, days after the leg-
end died Jan. 4 at 52 of colon cancer. 

‘‘Walt Starling was a radio personality,’’ 
Marbourg said, between his broadcasts at 
WTOP (1500 AM), a job that Starling helped 
him get. ‘‘But he was also a man who 
touched many people in many generous and 
caring ways.’’ 

Starling was a pioneer in the world of traf-
fic reports and traffic reporters. He was one 
of the first in the area to become a radio per-
sonality, jabbering with his studio counter-
parts during live reports. Starling also flew 
in his own way, in a fixed-wing plane when 
everyone else was circling in helicopters. 

Starling’s fixed-wing idea is now leg-
endary. He dreamed it up for a student 
project, figuring that a plane would be less 
expensive to operate than a helicopter. A 
teacher at the University of Maryland told 
him the idea was ‘‘about the dumbest thing 
I’ve ever read,’’ Starling told The Wash-
ington Post in 1994. 

Starling would later say that was just the 
kind of comment that would get him started. 
He quit school, refined the idea a little and 

sold it to WAVA (105.1 FM). On March 4, 1974, 
he flew the first of an estimated 2.2 million 
air miles. 

After WAVA, Starling worked for FM News 
Radio, WASH (97.1 FM), WPGC (95.5 FM) and 
WLIT/WARW–FM before hopping over to tel-
evision at WRC–TV (Channel 4) in the Dis-
trict in the mid-1990s. Starling served as an 
assignment editor for the station before be-
coming ill last year. 

Aside from the type of craft he used, Star-
ling did something else that most other traf-
fic reporters didn’t do: He piloted his plane. 
At least that’s what he did when he hadn’t 
turned over the controls to Marbourg so that 
Starling could check one of his trusty maps. 

‘‘We were out over Rock Creek Park, just 
over Walter Reed one day,’’ Marbourg said, 
‘‘and we were flying in a circle while he was 
trying to find an address. Walter looked up 
from his map book and all he could see were 
trees.’’ 

‘‘Bob, where have you taken us?’’ Starling 
asked, incredulously, before resuming con-
trol. 

Lon Anderson, a spokesman for AAA Mid- 
Atlantic who knew Starling’s voice as a 
Washington area resident and knew his pro-
fessionalism later when they worked to-
gether on projects, said that Starling paved 
the way for all the local radio traffic report-
ers who followed. 

‘‘He was then what Bob Marbourg really is 
now, the dean of traffic reporters,’’ Anderson 
said. ‘‘He sounded just as professional and 
knowledgeable and no different’’ from to-
day’s traffic reporters. ‘‘The difference was 
he was there ahead of everybody doing this, 
and everyone followed him. He clearly set 
the tenor to a large extent that is followed 
today.’’ 

Bruce Allen, the midday news anchor at 
WTOP, met Starling when he was working as 
a traffic reporter in 1980. Allen, who worked 
for Metro Traffic, said the company was con-
tractually obligated to give Starling all the 
traffic information it had. Starling was 
under no such obligation but passed along 
what he knew anyway. 

‘‘It was the personal relationship that 
made it a two-way flow,’’ Allen said. ‘‘I’m 
one of the zillions who liked the guy and felt 
good about him. He was a good man.’’ 

f 

ELECTION REFORM 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of overall election 
reform. What we are doing today is not—con-
trary to what some would have you believe— 
trying to change the past, although as long as 
we are considering the past, I would suggest 
that today’s proceedings are taking place 4 
years too late. In any case, today’s activity is 
not an attempt to overturn the results of the 
2004 Presidential Election. Rather, we are 
here today to draw attention to the multitude 
of people who were unable to fulfill their fun-
damental, constitutional right to vote in this 
election, for a variety of reasons. This is about 
securing our system of democracy—not about 
‘‘sour grapes.’’ It is unacceptable for any 
American citizen to be disenfranchised, either 
by intimidation or a misleading ballot. Every 
person who is legally registered to vote should 
be allowed to exercise this essential right and 
duty of citizenship. Members of Congress 
should be disturbed by the evidence that tens 
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of thousands of voters, predominantly from mi-
nority and Democratic precincts, had to wait 
hours or were disenfranchised altogether due 
to unprecedented long lines, expected chal-
lenges, get-out-the-vote disinformation, elec-
tronic voting irregularities and questionable 
practices in tallying provisional ballots and 
completing the recount. This must spur us to 
action, to accomplish effective, bipartisan elec-
toral reform—the kind we should already have 
implemented following the 2000 Presidential 
Election. 

I look forward to hearing the outcome of the 
ongoing GAO investigation into the reported 
irregularities in our latest Presidential Election, 
including possible voter intimidation and fraud. 
We must continue our legislative efforts, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of The Help America 
Vote Act, which became law in October 2002, 
to fulfill our responsibility as elected officials to 
ensure the right of every individual citizen to 
have their vote counted. We must support the 
Election Assistance Commission as it re-
sponds quickly to reports of irregularities and 
possible fraud in the 2004 Presidential Elec-
tion by holding hearings on voting systems 
standards, registration databases, and provi-
sional balloting. We also must address allega-
tions of inaccurate results from electronic vot-
ing machines by supporting legislation to re-
quire such machines to produce a paper trail 
that can be used in the event of a recount. We 
must continue to act this session to ensure an 
election process that, in 2008, will maintain in-
tegrity as well as the public’s confidence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LOUISVILLE 
BOARD OF INDEPENDENT INSUR-
ANCE AGENTS 

HON. ANNE M. NORTHUP 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 150th anniversary of the Lou-
isville Board of Independent Insurance Agents. 

The story of the Louisville Board began on 
February 15, 1854 when a dozen of the city’s 
leading insurance officials met to organize the 
Board of Underwriters. The organization’s first 
constitution stated that it was formed 
in view of the benefits resulting from uni-
formity in the rates of insurance, in the con-
ditions under which insurances should be 
made, in the principles and practices of ad-
justing losses, and in view also of elevating 
the character of insurance transactions. . . . 

In 1858, the Louisville Board presented the 
city of Louisville with its first steam-powered 
fire engine. At a cost of $5,000, the money to 
purchase the fire engine was donated from in-
surance companies and local merchants. 

In 1896, Louisville Board members played a 
prominent role in the creation of a state insur-
ance association within Kentucky. This organi-
zation still operates today as the Independent 
Insurance Agents of Kentucky. Additionally, 
Louisville Board members played an instru-
mental role in the creation of a national 
agents’ association. 

In 1951, the Louisville Board inaugurated a 
series of monthly luncheon forums, which con-
tinue to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, the Louisville Board has been 
a valued partner in our community for the past 

150 years. I congratulate them on a historic 
anniversary and wish them continued success 
in the future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE 
OF UKRAINE ON RECENT PRESI-
DENTIAL ELECTIONS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues in congratulating the people of 
Ukraine on their free and fair election that ele-
vated Victor Yushchenko to the office of Presi-
dent. I have joined my colleagues in extending 
an invitation to President Yushchenko to ad-
dress the Congress. 

Just days before the elections, I traveled to 
Ukraine for the ninth time. On November 21, 
Ukraine held a run-off election for the office of 
President between Victor Yushchenko and 
Victor Yanukovych. International observers im-
mediately found widespread fraud and de-
clared the election invalid. Immediately fol-
lowing these events, supporters of the opposi-
tion party took to the streets to demand a re-
count or a new vote in what has been dubbed 
the ‘‘Orange Revolution.’’ The Ukrainian Su-
preme Court agreed and called for new elec-
tions. Our six member Congressional delega-
tion added our voices for a free and fair revote 
in the Presidential elections to be held Decem-
ber 26 in that nation of nearly 50 million peo-
ple. 

My first journey to Ukraine inspired a three- 
decade long quest that now explodes in the 
hearts of the people of Ukraine. The momen-
tum of the opposition party in Ukraine is with 
the young. They crowded into the streets of 
Kiev. They blazed a trail on email. They are 
building a new future for Ukraine and this 
election cycle has been a transformational mo-
ment for them. 

Ukraine was host to thousands of election 
observers from around the world, and from 
within Ukraine, with the purpose of preventing 
the abuses that characterized the earlier elec-
tions, particularly manipulation of mobile voting 
stations and absentee voting. Laws had been 
passed in parliament to avoid these pitfalls. 
However, election observers were critical in 
assuring a fair vote. 

I continue to ponder how much Ukraine has 
changed in my lifetime. When I first drove into 
Ukraine in 1973, there were no other cars on 
the road other than military vehicles. Today, 
though far from an open society, Ukraine is 
making major strides toward developing lib-
erty’s institutions. The impact of this election in 
inspiring the next generation of Ukraine’s 
youth cannot be underestimated. There is 
enormous fervor among the young people. 
Their free assembly is allowed in many re-
gions of the nation. 

As Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus, I 
look forward to building strong ties between 
our nations. Just a few weeks ago, the Con-
gress held a videoconference with members of 
the Ukrainian parliament, the Rada. As part of 
our 1999 agreement, we will continue to hold 
these discussions, both in person and via vid-
eoconference. Our relationship has just begun 
to blossom. I am very hopeful for Ukraine and 
her people. 

RANCHO CORRAL DE TIERRA 
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT ACT—H.R. 296 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce important legislation to expand the Gold-
en Gate National Recreation Area, the Rancho 
Corral de Tierra Golden Gate National Recre-
ation Area (GGNRA) Boundary Adjustment 
Act, H.R. 296. This legislation will protect and 
preserve an extraordinary landscape and 
make a valuable addition to the National Park 
System at a fraction of the cost to the Federal 
government. 

The Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
is a national treasure preserving historic sites 
and open space as well as providing recre-
ation in the midst of a densely populated 
urban area. It is one of our nation’s most 
heavily used national parks. H.R. 296 would 
adjust the boundary of the GGNRA to permit 
the inclusion of lands directly adjacent to exist-
ing parkland as well as nearby lands along the 
Pacific Ocean. The upper parcels of land offer 
spectacular vistas, sweeping coastal and bay 
views and stunning headland scenery. Includ-
ing these lands would also protect the impor-
tant habitats of several species of rare or en-
dangered plants and animals. 

The addition of 4,700 new acres to the 
GGNRA will be accessible to more than 6 mil-
lion people who live within an hour’s drive of 
the park and will provide national park pro-
grams and experiences to millions of national 
and international visitors. An expansive tract of 
4,076 acres known as Rancho Corral de Tier-
ra includes the dramatic ascent of Montara 
Mountain from the sea, 2,000 feet in just over 
1 mile. It is a spectacular sight not duplicated 
anywhere else in the Park and in few other 
places on the California coast. 

With this legislation, Rancho Corral de Tier-
ra will be preserved through a tripartite part-
nership between the National Park Service, 
California State Parks and the Peninsula Open 
Space Trust. For the Rancho Corral de Tierra 
property, we will seek 50 percent of the acqui-
sition costs from the federal government and 
50 percent through state and private contribu-
tions. The other properties will be donated by 
the State of California. 

The current landowner of the Rancho Corral 
de Tierra is the Peninsula Open Space Trust 
(POST). They purchased the entire Rancho 
Corral de Tierra site for $29.75 million to save 
the site from development and to preserve this 
important natural area. POST is a local land- 
conservancy trust in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and has a remarkable track record. 
POST has offered to donate significant funds 
towards the federal acquisition of the Rancho 
Corral de Tierra property through private con-
tributions. The dedicated foresight and tireless 
efforts of POST led by its President Audrey 
Rust had enabled us to bring this legacy to 
our National Park. 

My legislation enjoys strong local support. 
The Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
and Point Reyes National Seashore Citizens 
Advisory Commission adopted a resolution en-
dorsing this legislation and supporting the ad-
dition of these areas into the GGNRA after 
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holding a public hearing and receiving public 
comment from local residents. The San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors passed a resolu-
tion supporting enactment of this legislation. 
The legislation has the strong support of local 
environmental advocacy and preservation 
groups. The proposed additions were studied 
by POST in accordance with National Park 
Service criteria and in consultation with Na-
tional Park Service staff. The study found that 
the land meets the criteria for additions to 
units of the National Park Service. The study 
found that the properties would preserve sig-
nificant natural, scenic and recreational re-
sources that are equal to or are unparalleled 
in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

Preserving our country’s unique natural 
areas is one of our highest national priorities, 
and it is one of my highest priorities as a 
Member of Congress. We must save these 
unique and rare areas for our children and 
grandchildren today or they will be lost for-
ever. Adding these new lands to the GGNRA 
will provide greater recreational opportunities 
for the public to enjoy and will protect these 
fragile natural areas from encroaching devel-
opment or other inappropriate uses which 
would destroy the scenic beauty and natural 
character of this key part of the California 
coast. 

I first introduced this legislation in the 107th 
Congress. Throughout that Congress and dur-
ing the subsequent 108th Congress, signifi-
cant progress has been made on this bill. 
Concerns were raised and have been thor-
oughly addressed throughout its consideration. 
I am hopeful now that the House will expedi-
tiously move this bill to enactment. I am 
pleased once again to be joined by Senator 
FEINSTEIN in introducing similar legislation in 
the Senate. Her leadership and support on 
this issue as a member of the Senate Energy 
Committee has been invaluable to this bill’s 
progress. I am also proud to be joined by 
many members of the Bay Area Congres-
sional delegation in their continued support of 
this bill, including Ms. PELOSI, Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER of California, Ms. LEE, Mrs. TAUSCHER, 
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. STARK, Mrs. 
WOOLSEY, Mr. HONDA. 

I strongly urge my colleagues’ consideration 
and support of the Rancho Corral de Tierra 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Bound-
ary Adjustment Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the following vote on Thurs-
day, January 6, 2005, I would have voted as 
follows: Rollcall Vote 7: I would have voted 
‘‘Nay’’ on agreeing to the objection to the cer-
tification of the Ohio electoral votes. While I do 
not protest the outcome of the Ohio electoral 
votes, irregularities in the 2000 and 2004 elec-
tions, especially in Florida and Ohio, make it 
clear that we need to do a lot more to give 
voters confidence that every vote is accurately 
counted. The 2004 State of Washington gu-
bernatorial race shows how narrow the out-
come of a race can be even with millions of 
votes cast. The 109th Congress must act to 

ensure that no future elections are mired in 
controversy and that the United States pro-
vides a clear and strong example of democ-
racy. 

f 

COMMENDING GARY FRONTIERS 
SERVICE CLUB 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy 
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty. 
Dr. King’s life, and, unfortunately, his untimely 
death, reminds us that we must continually 
work and, if necessary, fight to secure and 
protect our freedoms. Dr. King, in his courage 
to act, his willingness to meet challenges, and 
his ability to achieve, embodied all that is 
good and true in the battle for liberty. 

The Gary Frontiers Service Club, founded in 
1952, sponsors this annual memorial break-
fast. This year the Gary Frontiers Service Club 
will pay tribute to four local individuals who 
have unselfishly contributed to improving the 
human condition of others in the City of Gary 
for decades. Those individuals, who will be 
named Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers at 
this year’s breakfast, include Dr. Clarence W. 
Boone, Sr. MD, Richard Comer, Dharathula 
(Dolly) Millender, and Sgt. Louis Stewart. Mr. 
Johnathan Comer will be honored with the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award. Mr. 
Comer has dedicated his life to fighting for 
civil rights. These distinguished individuals 
from Indiana’s First Congressional District will 
be recognized during the 26th Annual Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast on Monday, Jan-
uary 17, 2005, at the Genesis Convention 
Center in Gary, Indiana. The invited guest 
speaker will be The Honorable Mitch Daniels, 
Governor of the State of Indiana. 

This year the Gary Frontiers Club also will 
honor Richard Grey, the Post Tribune’s North 
Lake editor and columnist for his outstanding 
service to the Gary Frontiers Service Club, 
Inc. in publicizing the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Marchers and Drum Major Awards. Richard 
passed away on November 25, 2004 at the 
age of 53. Mrs. Audrey Grey will accept his 
award. Ms. Sydney Eastern, a senior at Wirt 
High School in Gary, Indiana will be honored 
for receiving first place among all participants 
in the State of Indiana in the 2005 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest. Ms. Gloria 
Griffin is Sydney’s teacher. Though very dif-
ferent in nature, the achievement of these indi-
viduals reflects many of the same attributes 
that Dr. King possessed, as well as the values 
he advocated. Like Dr. King, these individuals 
saw challenges and rose to the occasion. 
Each one of the honored guests’ greatness 
has been found in their willingness to serve 
with ‘‘a heart full of grace and a soul gen-
erated by love.’’ They set goals and worked to 
achieve them. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
the Gary Frontiers Service Club President, Mr. 
Floyd Donaldson, Oliver Gilliam, Melvin Ward, 
Clorius L. Lay, and all other members of the 
service club for their initiative, determination 

and dedication to making Northwest Indiana a 
better place for all who live and work there. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOEL BROOKS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH CONGRESS 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Joel David Brooks retirement 
as the Executive Director of the Southwest 
Region for the American Jewish Congress. I 
join my fellow colleagues in honoring the 40 
years of service that Mr. Brooks has given to 
the local community and the rest of the world. 

I am honored to give my complements to a 
man who has pursued the improvement of 
human rights for people all across the globe. 
He has played such a great role in improving 
lives and families, as I encourage others to 
continue his dedication to the betterment of 
our fellow man. 

I congratulate the Brooks family on this mo-
mentous occasion. I wish Mr. Brooks a well- 
earned retirement, and am sure that he will be 
successful in all of his future endeavors during 
his retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILEY PRICE, JR., 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN RADIO PIO-
NEER 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Wiley Price, Jr., an African-American 
radio Pioneer, for his being posthumously in-
ducted into the Greater St. Louis Association 
of Black Journalists’ Hall of Fame, on Sep-
tember 25, 2004. 

In 1944, Mr. Price joined radio station 
WTMV, becoming the first African-American 
radio disc jockey to work on the air in St. 
Louis. In the words of St. Louis writer and 
media historian, Bernie Hayes: 

‘‘Wiley Price was one of the most original 
and imaginative announcers of the 20th cen-
tury. He was far before his time for some, but 
right on time for us. He was a leading figure 
in the postwar radio movement, and devel-
oped a unique, distinctive delivery and set the 
standard for those of us who came later. He 
brought the sound of Black American music to 
millions of white teenagers while giving hun-
dreds of artists their first recognition.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Price crusaded against the 
lack of respect and recognition for an entire 
people. He led his listeners to a new musical 
level and his influence spread over many gen-
erations, touching different people of all races. 
The fact that he has been inducted into an-
other ‘‘Hall of Fame’’ is proof of the depth of 
his influence. 

His religious background and his broad ap-
preciation for jazz and blues allowed him to 
bring great things to music and the entertain-
ment industry. 
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He was not only a giant in the radio busi-

ness but he became a cultural icon—some-
thing very few people can claim. His audi-
ences associated him with values that they 
held near and dear to their hearts. 

Author Ralph Ellison once wrote: ‘‘I am an 
invisible man. No, I am not a spook like those 
who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one 
of your Hollywood-movie ectoplasms. I am a 
man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and 
liquids—and I might even be said to possess 
a mind. I am invisible; understand, simply be-
cause people refuse to see me.’’ 

But, to the world’s benefit, Mr. Price made 
people see him, and more importantly, people 
listened to him. He did not imitate the style of 
White deejays, but successfully brought a 
modern and distinctly African-American sound 
into orthodox music. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, Mr. Price helped 
shape the character of Black radio by chal-
lenging big business and bigotry. He helped 
introduce African-Americans into the main-
stream of American radio and changed the 
way people around the world connect to 
music. 

Mr. Speaker. It is with great honor that I rec-
ognize Mr. Wiley Price, Jr. before the U.S. 
House of Representatives for his many lifetime 
achievements. He is among my heroes and I 
am proud to salute him for his many lasting 
contributions to our community. 

f 

REINTRODUCTION OF PHONE BANK 
LEGISLATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce legislation to subject operators of push 
polls or phone banks to the same disclosure 
requirements as other types of political com-
munication. It will not ban push polls or phone 
banking—it will simply create a level playing 
field for all types of political communication. 
Under this bill, any person conducting these 
types of calls would be required to disclose to 
each recipient of a call the identity of the orga-
nization paying for the call. In addition, the bill 
would require that campaigns and other orga-
nizations that conduct advocacy phone calls 
report to the Federal Election Commission, 
FEC, the number of households they have 
contacted and the script they used in making 
the calls. The bill would not interfere with le-
gitimate polling, conducted either by can-
didates or independent organizations, as it 
would only apply to phone banks in which 
more than 1,500 households are contacted 
within the 25 days preceding a federal elec-
tion. 

f 

MARY DOLLISON—A MOTIVATING 
PERSONALITY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, Mary Dollison, of 
Muncie, Indiana, sees peoples’ needs and 
selflessly works to help them. Yet her gen-

erosity does not stop there. Mary motivates 
others to do the same. In this way, she con-
tinues to dramatically improve children’s lives, 
and as a result, transform the entire Muncie 
community. The Muncie Star Press newspaper 
publicly recognized her outstanding community 
service on December 31, 2004, when they de-
clared her the ‘‘Person of the Year’’ for her 
work with Motivate our Minds (MOM). 

What began in 1987 as a group of 20 chil-
dren in her living room has grown into a pro-
gram of 350 to 400 students who meet for 
after-school activities in MOM’s permanent fa-
cility in downtown Muncie. Starting MOMs and 
shepherding it to its present form was not al-
ways easy, though. Over the years, Mary dealt 
with major budget shortfalls, the lack of a per-
manent building, and numerous other potential 
roadblocks that would have caused other peo-
ple to give up. 

Fortunately, Mary persisted, and succeeded. 
Past MOMs secretary Lenella Maxwell says of 
her, ‘‘She is just a very giving and loving per-
son. She has a heart for children. She loves 
God very much, and her family is important to 
her. She has a very contagious smile. It’s just 
like magic watching when she works with chil-
dren. She can bring out the best in them. She 
has a heart of gold, and she wants to just help 
people.’’ 

Mary recently told the Muncie Start Press, 
‘‘I’m not happy not working with kids. My re-
ward is just hearing young people or children 
come back and tell me stories that I’ve made 
a difference in their lives. The goal is still the 
same, help improve the lives of people, and I 
think education is one of the ways that we can 
help do that.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mary Dollison 
for her tireless service to the Muncie commu-
nity. She truly makes the community, and the 
world, a better place. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RAYMORE- 
PECULIAR HIGH SCHOOL, 
CLASS 5 FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
in recognition of Missouri’s Class 5 Football 
Champions, the Raymore-Peculiar High 
School football team, and their coach, Tom 
Kruse. Last November Raymore-Peculiar de-
feated McCluer North High School football 
team in the championship game by a score of 
37 to 18. The victory was especially satisfying 
as it was Raymore-Peculiar’s first State foot-
ball championship. 

The championship team was coached by 
Tom Kruse, an alumnus of Raymore-Peculiar. 
While a student at Raymore-Peculiar, he was 
a member of the football team. Coach Kruse 
returned to his alma mater and for the past 
five years has elevated his team to champion-
ship caliber. This year’s football season estab-
lished Raymore-Peculiar as a powerhouse in 
the Class 5 division and they proudly rep-
resent their city, State, and the Fifth District of 
Missouri as champions by receiving national 
recognition. Recorded for all time is the per-
fect season with a record of 13–0 for 
Raymore-Peculiar. 

As the legendary Dallas Cowboys coach 
Tom Landry said, ‘‘Setting a goal is not the 

main thing. It is deciding how you will go 
about achieving it and staying with that plan.’’ 
Congratulations to Raymore-Peculiar High 
School football team. You had a goal and a 
plan. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in warm con-
gratulations to Missouri’s Class 5 football 
champions. Raymore-Peculiar’s team and 
coach have brought pride and respect to the 
Fifth District and it is most fitting that as we 
prepare for the upcoming Super Bowl we take 
time to recognize a new generation of football 
players. 

f 

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
GUNNAR BECKER 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I want to take 
this opportunity to honor the life of PFC 
Gunnar Becker who died January 13, 2005 
while serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Every Member of the House of Representa-
tives has taken a solemn oath to defend the 
Constitution against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic. While we certainly understand the 
gravity of the issues facing this legislative 
body, PFC Gunnar Becker lived that commit-
ment to our country. Today, we remember and 
honor his noble service to the United States 
and the ultimate sacrifice he has paid with his 
life to defend our freedoms and foster liberty 
for others. 

Gunnar, who had been serving in Iraq since 
February 14, 2004, was part of the 1st Infantry 
Division of the U.S. Army. He is described as 
hardworking, full of energy, and funny. Family 
and friends say he was doing what he wanted 
to do in life—giving back to the country that 
gave him so much. 

The lives of countless people were enor-
mously enhanced by Gunnar’s compassion 
and service. Gunnar, who represented the 
best of the United States, South Dakota, and 
the Army continues to inspire all those who 
knew him and many who did not. Our Nation 
and the State of South Dakota are far better 
places because of his service, and the best 
way to honor him is to emulate his devotion to 
our country. 

I join with all South Dakotans in expressing 
my sympathies to the family of PFC Gunnar 
Becker. His commitment to and sacrifice for 
our Nation will never be forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from votes in the House on Thursday, January 
6, due to a previous and unavoidable commit-
ment in my congressional district. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
vote 7. 
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IN HONOR OF DAN HUDSON 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Dan Hudson, a valuable 
member of the Monterey community who 
passed away on October 11, 2004, after a 
courageous struggle with cancer. He was an 
entrepreneur with a love of storytelling, but is 
perhaps best known for his creation of the 
Monterey County Post. 

Dan was born on January 7, 1951, in Berke-
ley, CA, but soon returned to his family’s 
home on the Monterey Peninsula. He spent 
his youth exploring the Central Coast, and 
was well known for his love of adventure. After 
graduating from Robert Louis Stevenson High 
School, Dan created Hudson & Company, in 
the Barnyard Shopping Village in Carmel, CA. 
He attended the Monterey College of Law, but 
after his graduation in 1994 decided instead to 
go into the newspaper business. 

The Monterey County Post was the result of 
this decision, which he designed particularly to 
serve the residents of Monterey County. The 
lead article dealt with Carlos, a former gang 
member, and instantly made a name for the 
paper as taking a serious, in-depth approach 
to crime and illegal drugs. Dan wasn’t afraid to 
tackle controversial issues, and though the 
paper had a conservative leaning, he wel-
comed opinions from everyone. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Dan Hudson’s many 
accomplishments, and I commend him for his 
dedication to his community and friends. He 
was a remarkable figure, and his memory will 
live on in the many people whose lives he has 
touched. I join the Monterey Bay community, 
and friends and family in honoring this truly 
admirable man and friend for all of his lifelong 
achievements. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. GLORIA 
FRAZIER EVANS 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this opportunity to extend my 
warme congratulations to a very dedicated 
and devoted educator. Gloria Frazier Evans 
has given leadership and service to the stu-
dents at Booker T. Washington High School 
for seven years. She has been the embodi-
ment of the school’s most treasured motto: 
‘‘Not The Largest, But The Best.’’ On Satur-
day, February 5, 2005, the graduating class of 
1961 from Booker T. Washington High School 
will honor Mrs. Gloria F. Evans for ‘‘Keeping 
the Legacy Alive’’ for her community. 

Born in Orange, Texas, Gloria graduated 
valedictorian of her 1966 class at M.B. North 
High School. She furthered her education at 
the University of North Texas where she re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree (1970) in 
French and English and a Master of Education 
degree (1971) in English Education. Gloria 
completed coursework for certification in Guid-
ance and Counseling at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity (1980), and coursework for certification 

in Administration and Supervision at Florida 
International University (1986). 

Gloria is the youngest child and only girl of 
James and Henrietta Frazier. She is married 
to William Evans, retired educator and track 
coach. They have two daughters, Erica Nicole 
and Erinn Monique Evans and stepchildren, 
Lynette Evans, Keisha Person, and Corey 
Evans. Gloria attends the Episcopal Church of 
the Transfiguration. She is a member of the 
Miami Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., the Miami Chapter of The Girl Friends, 
Inc., and the Dade Association of School Ad-
ministrators. 

In 1998, Gloria was selected as principal to 
direct the restoration of the historic Booker T. 
Washington Senior High School. From July 
1998 to August 2004, Gloria directly super-
vised and monitored every aspect of the re-
construction of Booker T. Washington High 
School, including establishing career acad-
emies, aligning the curriculum to State stand-
ards, and establishing the athletics and activi-
ties programs. She also worked directly with 
the contractors for the new construction and 
the renovation of the school. Additionally, Glo-
ria worked with the Ad Hoc Committee, the B. 
T. W. Alumni Association, and individual B. T. 
W. Class Organizations. She is currently prin-
cipal of D.A. Dorsey Educational Center. 

Mr. Speaker, I join with the students, faculty, 
administration and alumni of Booker T. Wash-
ington High School, and everyone in our com-
munity, in honoring Gloria Frazier Evans. 
Thank you for all your service, and I wish you 
all the best in all your future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE RORY DAVID 
DEUTSCH FOUNDATION 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Rory David Deutsch Foundation and 
the outstanding work it is doing to eradicate 
pediatric brain tumors and assist families who 
have felt the devastating effects of this condi-
tion. 

The Rory David Deutsch Foundation was 
named in memory of Rory Deutsch, the be-
loved son of Mindy and Ross Deutsch. In 
1998, at the age of seven, Rory passed away 
from a brain stem glioma, a type of pediatric 
brain tumor. Even the very best medical treat-
ment and care from the finest specialists was 
not successful in curing Rory’s illness. Rory’s 
tumor grew within the brain stem itself and 
was not surgically accessible. Sadly, standard 
chemotherapy and radiation did not offer a 
cure either. 

The day after Rory’s passing, his family es-
tablished the foundation that bears his name. 
Aimed at eradicating pediatric brain-stem 
gliomas, the Rory David Deutsch Foundation 
has developed relationships with two of the 
most prestigious medical research centers for 
children: Duke University’s Brain Tumor Cen-
ter and Chicago’s Children’s Memorial Hos-
pital. Due in large part to the Deutsch’s gen-
erous contribution of the Foundation, these 
two medical centers have already conducted 
ground-breaking research on brain-stem 
gliomas. 

The Rory David Deutsch Foundation has 
been tremendously successful in raising funds 

to advance this research. In doing so, it has 
received the support of many large national 
companies that have donated a generous 
share of their profits on days dedicated to the 
foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the research sup-
ported by the Rory David Deutsch Foundation 
on behalf of children afflicted with brain tu-
mors. The promise of a cure borne from this 
heart-breaking tragedy serves as a source of 
inspiration and hope for the future of our chil-
dren. I join with the Fifth Congressional District 
and indeed all of Chicago in wishing the Foun-
dation and the Deutsch family continued suc-
cess and happiness in the future. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NINA DOBKIN 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Nina Dobkin for her exceptional com-
munity service and unwavering commitment to 
helping others. Mrs. Dobkin was honored at a 
dinner dance for the Richard A. Rutkowski As-
sociation’s 26th anniversary gala on January 
15, 2005, in Bayonne, New Jersey. 

Mrs. Dobkin has spent decades advocating 
for important community causes and offering 
her time and support at various institutions. 
Her participation has included serving as a 
past president of the National Council of Jew-
ish Women (NCJW) and as a member of the 
YWCA advisory board and the School 3 Par-
ent-Teachers Council. Currently, she is a trust-
ee of the Bayonne Board of Education. 

An extraordinary leader, Mrs. Dobkin has 
demonstrated her keen ability to develop new 
and successful outreach programs, especially 
in the areas of children, health, and education. 
Her accomplishments include gathering sup-
port for the development of a local mental 
health center, starting a pre-school program 
for neurologically impaired children, and orga-
nizing a coalition to raise money for the estab-
lishment of the Community Day Nursery. She 
also worked in conjunction with the NCJW to 
co-sponsor a national taskforce to study and 
address issues affecting children and youth, 
and testified before Congress regarding day 
care regulations. 

Other projects have included developing a 
national survey about young girls and the 
problems they face in the juvenile justice sys-
tem, helping to develop the Phone Friend pro-
gram, and coordinating the distribution of 
Passover food to those in need. 

Mrs. Dobkin graduated from Hofstra Univer-
sity with a degree in music and has worked as 
a piano teacher for more than 50 years. She 
and her husband, Earl, are the proud parents 
of two children and two grandsons. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Nina Dobkin for her impressive ability 
to spearhead and develop worthwhile commu-
nity endeavors, her passion to help those in 
need, and her desire and drive to improve so-
cial services. Her work has touched the lives 
of countless individuals in Bayonne and the 
greater community. 
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IN HONOR OF MAJOR GENERAL 

SALVE MATHESON 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor MG Salve H. Matheson, who passed 
away January 8 at the age of 84. Major Gen-
eral Matheson’s life-long dedication to military 
service will forever remind us of the impor-
tance of courage and dedication, even in try-
ing times. 

Born in Seattle, Major General Matheson 
and his family moved to Monterey in 1920. 
After graduating from UCLA, he was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. 
Army. During World War II, Major General 
Matheson participated in D–Day at Normandy, 
the liberation of Holland, the storm of Hitler’s 
‘‘Eagle Nest’’ and the defense of Bastogne. 
The heroics of his unit were forever immor-
talized by historian Stephen Ambrose in the 
1992 novel ‘‘Band of Brothers.’’ 

During the Korean War, Major General 
Matheson continued to play key roles in major 
military operations, such as the amphibious 
landings at Inchon and Wonsan. In the Viet-
nam War, he commanded the 1st Brigade of 
the 101st Airborne Division and participated in 
the Tet Offensive. Major General Matheson 
continued his military career in Korea in the 
late 1960s by commanding the 2nd Infantry 
Division along the demilitarized zone. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to remember Major 
General Matheson for his distinguished career. 
His contribution to our country is immeas-
urable. MG Salve H. Matheson has left a leg-
acy of leadership and service to his commu-
nity that will not soon be forgotten. While he 
will be sorely missed, his life will continue to 
inspire those he touched. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM SAFIRE 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
order to recognize the long and distinguished 
career of a great writer and thinker—and a 
close and dear friend—Mr. William Safire. This 
week marks the last of his columns on the Op- 
Ed page of the New York Times, closing out 
one of the most respected, thoughtful and 
longest-running series of commentaries in the 
history of American media. 

Bill Safire has worn many hats throughout 
his career, starting out as a radio and tele-
vision producer, then as a U.S. Army cor-
respondent, and later as a speechwriter and 
political strategist in the Nixon Administration. 
Bill Safire is best known, though, for his col-
umn which first appeared in the New York 
Times in 1973. Even among the all-star line- 
up at the Times, Bill Safire’s star shines 
brightly, as he stands out among the Nation’s 
most celebrated and thought-provoking writers 
in the newspaper business. 

While we might find ourselves on opposite 
sides of a policy or political debate, I have al-
ways enjoyed reading Bill Safire’s opinions. 
I’ve also looked forward to his Sunday column, 

‘‘On Language,’’ in the Times’ Magazine which 
has spun off into 10 books and ranked him 
among the world’s most widely read com-
mentators on English grammar, etymology and 
usage. 

I am sure that Bill’s wife, Helene, will be 
glad to have him around more often and to 
spend more time with their two children and 
granddaughter. While the rest of us will miss 
his words of wisdom, his thoughtful insight, 
and the discussion prompted by his opinions, 
we can still look forward to his ‘‘On Language’’ 
column each Sunday, and hopefully, well into 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish the best of luck to Bill 
and his family during his retirement and 
throughout his future endeavors, including his 
ongoing written works and as chair of the 
Dana Foundation, a philanthropic organization 
promoting science, health, and education, par-
ticularly in the area of brain research. Bill 
Safire’s voice in America’s commentary will 
not be easily replaced, and I am among the 
many devoted readers who will miss him 
dearly. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CHARLIE J. 
FABYANSKI 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Charlie J. Fabyanski for his dedicated 
service to the community throughout the 
years. Mr. Fabyanski was honored at a dinner 
dance for the Richard A. Rutkowski Associa-
tion’s 26th anniversary gala on January 15, 
2005, in Bayonne, New Jersey. 

Mr. Fabyanski has served the Bayonne 
community in a variety of capacities. For more 
than ten years, he has worked as the institu-
tional representative of St. Andrew’s Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Sea Scouts. He has 
also graciously volunteered his time at the 
Special Olympics of Hudson County, the 
Windmill Center, the Highways programs, and 
as an usher at church. 

A leader in many organizations, Mr. 
Fabyanski has been a trustee of Hudson Mile-
stone, president of the Hudson Ability Bowling 
League, treasurer of the Bayonne Friends of 
the Handicapped, secretary of St. Andrew’s 
Holy Name Society, and past president of his 
parish’s seniors’ group. 

Mr. Fabyanski’s honorable service has ex-
tended well beyond the Bayonne community. 
A veteran of World War II, he bravely served 
his country as an army sergeant and fought in 
the infamous battles of Normandy and St. Lo. 

As a licensed state engineer, he worked for 
25 years as a supervisor of air conditioning 
and refrigeration at the former Military Ocean 
Terminal. Mr. Fabyanski graduated from the 
Lincoln Technical Institute and is the proud 
parent of two sons and two grandchildren. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Charlie J. Fabyanski for his years of 
devoted volunteerism and leadership. His 
deep commitment to serving others is well re-
spected and his work has positively impacted 
the lives of those in his community. 

IN HONOR OF MEL VERCOE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mel J. Vercoe, who passed away on 
October 6th at the age of 89. Mel’s life-long 
dedication to activism and public service will 
forever remind us of the importance of cour-
age and service in our community. 

Mel was a 1933 graduate of Mt. Vernon 
High School in Washington State. He served 
in the United States Marine Corps during 
World War II and moved to the Monterey Pe-
ninsula in 1963 with his wife Dolores and his 
two children Ken and Linda. 

As an architect and contractor, Mel was in-
volved in the construction business for over 50 
years. Mel was well known for his many ‘‘Let-
ters to the Editor’’ which appeared in the Mon-
terey Herald and other local newspapers. A 
politician at heart, Mel always gave his take 
on issues to help the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to remember Mel for his 
honorable service to our country and his con-
tributions to our community. While he will be 
sorely missed, his life will continue to inspire 
those he touched. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE FORMER 
MAYOR VICKI COCEANO 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise to pay tribute to a 
truly great lady, Mayor Vicki Coceano, who 
became the City of Miramar’s first female 
mayor in 1989 and led the city through an un-
precedented period of growth. Mayor 
Coceano, who was known as the ‘‘Matriarch of 
Miramar,’’ died at the age of 81. She was a 
remarkable leader in many ways, a proactive 
and energetic public servant and a Mayor with 
an open door policy who spoke her mind on 
the dais. 

Mayor Coceano first became involved in 
politics after a hurricane damaged her back 
yard in 1960 and she couldn’t find the mayor 
at the time for help. She fought the city and 
her developer before running for the commis-
sion in 1966, a bid she lost. 

She ran again in 1977 and won. She be-
came one of Broward County’s most recogniz-
able and outspoken politicians during her 22 
years in public office. During her tenure as 
Miramar’s Mayor, Coceano oversaw landmark 
changes as the city grew from a sleepy bed-
room community with cow pastures and vast 
tracts of empty land to a Broward boomtown, 
home to WTVJ–NBC 6 and a host of national 
companies. 

Her accomplishments included weakening 
her own job, using a city manager to run the 
city and raising money in the 1980s to build 
the youth center that now bares her named. 
Vicki Coceano, a native of Italy, retired as 
Mayor of Miramar in 1999. 

Outside of politics and family life, Coceano 
worked tirelessly to help senior citizens, serv-
ing on the Board of Directors for the Broward 
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County Area Agency on Aging for 26 years. 
She served as president in 1984, 1985, and 
2003. 

On January 12th, family, friends and city 
employees gathered at St. Bartholomew 
Catholic Church to say goodbye to Vicki 
Coceano and to celebrate her life. We will all 
remember her for years to come through won-
derful memories and the indelible mark she 
has left on our community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF PAQUITO D’RIVERA 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Paquito D’Rivera, a Cuban saxo-
phonist and clarinet player who has made in-
credible contributions to the world of music 
during his 50-year career. Paquito starred in 
his own 50th anniversary concert at Carnegie 
Hall on January 10th, 2005, in New York City. 

The son of renowned Cuban classical saxo-
phonist and conductor Tito D’Rivera, Paquito 
was a child prodigy, performing at the National 
Theatre in Havana by age 10. It was not long 
before he became a soloist for the Cuban Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra. In 1981, Paquito 
defected from Cuba and moved to the United 
States where legends like Dizzy Gillespie, 
David Amram, Mario Bauza, and Bruce 
Lundvall helped him make the transition. 

A six-time Grammy award winner, he has 
recorded over 30 solo albums that display his 
command of multiple music genres, such as 
Latin/Caribbean, classical, jazz, and bebop. 
He performs regularly with his various ensem-
bles, the Paquito D’Rivera Big Band, the 
Paquito D’Rivera Quintet, and the Chamber 
Jazz Ensemble. This year, he will begin a tour 
with guitar masters Sergio and Odair Assad. 
Paquito has also lent his talents to collabora-
tions with world-renowned orchestras, such as 
the National Symphony Orchestra, the London 
Royal Symphony, and the Puerto Rico Sym-
phony Orchestra, among many others. He has 
performed with musical legends from around 
the world, including Dizzy Gillespie, Toots 
Thielemans, Carmen McRea, Benny Carter, 
McCoy Tyner, Roger Kellaway, and Claudio 
Roditi. 

In addition to performing, Paquito is an ac-
complished composer, commissioned by or-
chestras and chamber groups. He is also the 
artistic director of jazz programming for the 
New Jersey Chamber Music Society, an artist- 
in-residence for the New Jersey Performing 
Arts Commission, and a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Hudson Riverfront Per-
forming Arts Center, Chamber Music America, 
and Chamber Music International. 

Paquito has received numerous awards 
throughout his distinguished career, including 
a Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribu-
tion to Latin Music and the Clarinet of the 
Year 2004 award from the Jazz Journalists 
Association. Most recently, he was bestowed 
with a 2005 National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Masters Fellowship, the highest honor a 
jazz musician can receive from the govern-
ment. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Paquito D’Rivera for his many ac-
complishments over a career spanning five 

decades. His outstanding talent as an instru-
mentalist combined with his passion and inno-
vation has helped to create music that delights 
fans all over the world. We look forward to ex-
periencing more of his musical endeavors in 
the years to come. 

f 

RETIREMENT TRIBUTE TO BILLIE 
MIDDLETON 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Billie Middleton as she 
retires as Executive Director of Youth and 
Family Services after twenty-two years. 

Billie Middleton has served her entire pro-
fessional career in the provision of public men-
tal health services beginning in human serv-
ices. She obtained her Masters of Science De-
gree in Clinical Psychology from San Fran-
cisco State University, graduating as an Honor 
Student of the Department, and Summa Cum 
Laude. She later obtained her Marriage and 
Family Therapy License. 

Mrs. Middleton began working in outpatient 
mental health programs and later focused her 
work on adolescents; for three and a half 
years she directed residential treatment pro-
grams for emotionally disturbed, and drug and 
alcohol-using adolescents. In 1982 she de-
cided to develop a private practice as a 
psychotherapist. She also spent a year as a 
consultant in organizational psychology. 

In the early 1980s Mrs. Middleton went to 
work as a Program Counselor/Coordinator for 
a fledgling organization called Youth and Fam-
ily Services (YFS) in her hometown of Benicia. 
YFS was incorporated as a private non-profit 
in the State of California with an annual budg-
et of $10,000. Mrs. Middleton later became 
the Executive Director and twenty-two years 
later YFS has a budget of three million dollars 
and a staff of fifty-six employees. 

In addition to her leadership of YFS, Mrs. 
Middleton has always found creative ways to 
change systems and fund and provide serv-
ices. She has served on many committees in-
cluding the Solano County Children’s Network 
as vice president; Chair of the Solano County 
Drug and Alcohol Advisory Board; a founding 
member of Fighting Back Partnership; served 
on the City of Vacaville Youth Roundtable; the 
Benicia Youth Action Task Force; the Child 
Abuse Prevention Council; and the Mental 
Health Children’s System of Care Redesign 
Committee. She also served on the Commu-
nity Services Task Force which is an arm of 
the Solano Coalition for Better Health. Mrs. 
Middleton was also the principal force behind 
the formation of the Solano County Commu-
nity Cancer Task Force. 

Her vision of ‘‘Building Relationships, Build-
ing Community’’ has guided her work through-
out her career. Mrs. Middleton believes that 
relationships and community are critical for 
healthy development, and are what heals 
problems. This was part of the original stra-
tegic plan of YFS that services dealing with 
substance abuse have to be multi-faceted, 
family-focused and be strongly rooted in the 
community with organizations working collabo-
ratively to solve problems. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Mrs. Middleton’s 
innumerable contributions to her community 
and the residents of Solano County, it is prop-
er for us, and it is my honor, to recognize her 
today. 

f 

REINTRODUCTION OF THE LONG 
ISLAND SOUND STEWARDSHIP ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Long Island Sound Stewardship 
Act, legislation introduced today by the entire 
Long Island Sound Caucus. 

There have been a lot of disputes and argu-
ments between Connecticut and New York 
about Long Island Sound over the years. And 
there are still some issues out there, but this 
bill sets the right tone for the debates that we 
may have about the Sound this year. 

This legislation is desperately needed. The 
Long Island Sound is among the most sen-
sitive natural resources in the Nation. Ten per-
cent of the country’s population lives within 50 
miles of the Sound. The shoreline is highly de-
veloped, which makes it tough to balance 
habitat maintenance, water quality and access 
to the Sound. The Sound is also a vital com-
mercial area, providing an economic benefit of 
more than $5 billion to the economy of the re-
gion. 

If enacted, the Long Island Sound Steward-
ship Act will be a model public-private partner-
ship that will improve management of one of 
the country’s most important estuaries. The bill 
will protect some of the area’s most threat-
ened shoreline, using good science—not poli-
tics—as the means of directing federal and 
state dollars. Participation in the stewardship 
program is voluntary, meaning that private 
property owners’ rights will be respected. Our 
bill brings together the Sound’s numerous 
stakeholders—fishermen, conservationists, 
property owners and recreational users—to 
ensure that the Long Island Sound cleanup 
continues for generations to come. 

I urge my colleagues to allow this legislation 
to be considered during the 109th Congress. 

f 

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN ISSUES 
NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE, CALLS 
FOR INDEPENDENCE FOR SIKH 
HOMELAND 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently the 
Council of Khalistan issued a new year’s mes-
sage to the Sikh Nation. It is worth reading. 
My colleagues and the people should find it 
very informative. In the letter, the Council of 
Khalistan called again for the liberation of 
Khalistan. They noted the progress that has 
been made towards that goal in 2004 and the 
rising support among the political leadership in 
Punjab. They commended those leaders who 
have moved the Sikh homeland closer to free-
dom and criticized those who have supported 
India’s brutal occupation of Khalistan in which 
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over 250,000 Sikhs have been murdered and 
over 52,000 held as political prisoners without 
charge or trial, illegally. Some have been held 
since 1984. 

In addition, more than 89,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims, over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland, 
Muslims and Christians throughout India, and 
other minorities such as Assamese, Bodos, 
Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils, and others are also 
being treated to brutal oppression by the In-
dian government. According to Amnesty Inter-
national, tens of thousands of these minorities 
are being held as political prisoners. 

Freedom is the birthright of everyone and 
self-determination is the cornerstone and es-
sence of democracy. Yet India, which pro-
claims itself democratic and secular, will not 
allow the free expression of the democratic 
will of the people of Khalistan, Kashmir, 
Nagaland, and the other areas seeking their 
freedom. Instead, it continues to hold them in 
subjugation by brutal force. India promised to 
hold a plebiscite on the status of Kashmir in 
1948. It has never done so. Instead, it kills in 
massive numbers to hold onto its empire. But 
history tells us that multinational, polyglot em-
pires such as India are doomed to fall apart. 

America is a beacon of freedom for the 
world. That is why so many people come from 
around the world to America. How often Amer-
ica has sent its troops to fight for freedom. 
Sometimes we may have made errors in judg-
ment or strategy, but the intent is always to 
promote freedom. Can we not at least take 
peaceful, moderate measures to promote free-
dom in South Asia? 

Mr. Speaker, we must stand for freedom. 
We must do what we can. We should stop all 
aid to India, except direct aid to tsunami vic-
tims, until such time as all the political pris-
oners are released. We must stop the aid until 
democratic values prevail all through India and 
everyone within its borders can freely exercise 
his or her rights without fear of reprisals from 
the government. We must demand a free and 
fair plebiscite on the political status of 
Khalistan, Kashmir, Nagaland, and all those 
lands seeking their freedom from India. That 
will help bring freedom, peace, and stability to 
the subcontinent. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place the Coun-
cil of Khalistan’s new year message into the 
RECORD at this time. 
MAY GURU BLESS THE KHALSA PANTH IN 2005 

WITH FREEDOM, HAPPINESS, UNITY, AND 
PROSPERITY—FREEDOM LIES IN THE HEART 
OF THE SIKH NATION; NO FORCE CAN SUP-
PRESS IT 

(By Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh) 
Happy New Year to you and your family 

and the Khalsa Panth. May 2005 be your best 
year ever. I wish you health, joy, and pros-
perity in the new year. 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. All the political lead-
ers in Punjab are recognizing it. Punjab’s 
Chief Minister, Captain Amarinder Singh, 
was declared a hero of the Sikh Nation for 
asserting Punjab’s sovereignty and pre-
serving Punjab’s natural resource, its river 
water, for the use of Punjab farmers by can-
celling Punjab’s water agreements. As re-
cently as December 7, former Member of Par-
liament Simranjit Singh Mann again re-
verted to public support of Khalistan. He 
pledged that his party will lead a peaceful 
movement to liberate Khalistan. Obviously, 
Mr. Mann is aware of the rising support of 
our cause. Mann joins Sardar Atinder Pal 

Singh, Sardar D.S. Gill of the International 
Human Rights Organization, and other Sikh 
leaders in Punjab in supporting freedom for 
Khalistan openly. Jagjit Singh, President of 
Dal Khalsa, was quoted in the Deccan Herald 
as saying that ‘‘the Indian government can 
never suppress the movement. Sikh aspira-
tions can only be met when they have a sepa-
rate state.’’ There is no other choice for the 
Sikh nation but a sovereign, independent 
Khalistan. Every Sikh leader must come out 
openly for Khalistan. We salute those Sikh 
leaders in Punjab who have done so and urge 
more Sikh leaders to join the cause. 

Any organization that sincerely supports 
Khalistan deserves the support of the Sikh 
Nation. However, the Sikh Nation needs 
leadership that is honest, sincere, consistent, 
and dedicated to the cause of Sikh freedom. 
Leaders like Dr. Jagjit Singh Chohan, 
Harchand Singh Longowal, Didar Bains, 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, the Akali Dal leader-
ship, and others who were complicit in the 
attack on the Golden Temple cannot be 
trusted by the Sikh Nation. The evidence 
against them is clear in Chakravyuh: Web of 
Indian Secularism. The Sikh Nation cannot 
believe that these leaders will not betray the 
cause of Khalistan, just as they betrayed the 
Sikh Nation in 1984. We must be careful if we 
are to continue to move the cause of freedom 
for Khalistan forward in 2005 as we did in 
2004. 

The Akali Dal conspired with the Indian 
government in 1984 to invade the Golden 
Temple to murder Sant Bhindranwale and 
20,000 other Sikhs during June 1984 in Pun-
jab. If Sikhs will not even protect the sanc-
tity of the Golden Temple, how can the Sikh 
Nation survive as a nation? 

The Akali Dal has lost all its credibility. 
The Badal government was so corrupt openly 
and no Akali leader would come forward and 
tell Badal and his wife to stop this 
unparallelled corruption. 

The Council of Khalistan has stood strong-
ly and consistently for liberating our home-
land, Khalistan, from Indian occupation. For 
over 18 years we have led this fight while 
others were trying to divert the resources 
and the attention of the Sikh Nation away 
from the issue of freedom in a sovereign, 
independent Khalistan. Yet Khalistan is the 
only way that Sikhs will be able to live in 
freedom, peace, prosperity, and dignity. It is 
time to start a Shantmai Morcha to liberate 
Khalistan from Indian occupation. 

Never forget that the Akal Takht Sahib 
and Darbar Sahib are under the control of 
the Indian government, the same Indian gov-
ernment that has murdered over a quarter of 
a million Sikhs in the past twenty years. 
The Jathedar of the Akal Takht and the 
head granthi of Darbar Sahib toe the line 
that the Indian government tells them. They 
are not appointed by the Khalsa Panth. The 
SGPC, which appoints them, does not rep-
resent the Sikh Nation anymore. They have 
become the puppets of the Indian govern-
ment and have lost credibility with the Sikh 
Nation. Otherwise they would behave like a 
real Jathedar, Jathedar Gurdev Singh 
Kaunke, rather than like Indian government 
puppet Jathedar Aroor Singh, who gave a 
Siropa to General Dyer for the massacre of 
Sikhs and others at Jalianawa Bagh. These 
institutions will remain under the control of 
the Indian regime until we free the Sikh 
homeland, Punjab, Khalistan, from Indian 
occupation and oppression and sever our re-
lations with the New Delhi government. 

The Sikhs in Punjab have suffered enor-
mous repression at the hands of the Indian 
regime in the last 25 years. Over 50,000 Sikh 
youth were picked up from their houses, tor-
tured, murdered in police custody, then se-
cretly cremated as ‘‘unidentified bodies.’’ 
Their remains were never even given to their 

families! More than a quarter of a million 
Sikhs have been murdered at the hands of 
the Indian government. Another 52,268 are 
being held as political prisoners. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Even now, 
the capital of Punjab, Chandigarh, has not 
been handed over to Punjab, but remains a 
Union Territory. How can Sikhs have any 
freedom living under a government that 
would do these things? 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. The leaders in Delhi are only inter-
ested in imposing Hindu sovereignty over all 
the minorities to advance their own careers 
and their own power. Ever since independ-
ence, India has mistreated the Sikh Nation, 
starting with Patel’s memo labelling Sikhs 
‘‘a criminal tribe.’’ What a shame for Home 
Minister Patel and the Indian government to 
issue this memorandum when the Sikh Na-
tion gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to 
free India. 

How can Sikhs continue to live in such a 
country? There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Let us work to make certain that 2005 
is the Sikh Nation’s most blessed year by 
making sure it is the year that we shake our-
selves loose from the yoke of Indian oppres-
sion and liberate our homeland, Khalistan, 
so that all Sikhs may live lives of prosperity, 
freedom, and dignity. 

f 

REINTRODUCTION OF CENSUS 
DIRECTOR LEGISLATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce legislation that establishes a 5-year term 
of office for the Director of the Census Bu-
reau. By establishing a fixed term of office, 
this legislation would lessen the role that poli-
tics plays at the Census Bureau, an agency 
which should be grounded in the science of 
counting our Nation. Other agencies charged 
with developing critically important statistical 
information, including the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, have a fixed term for their directors. 
This policy ensures the most accurate, non- 
partisan data possible. 

f 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NA-
TIVE HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT 
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 2005 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud today to introduce the Native Hawaiian 
Government Reorganization Act, also known 
as the Akaka Bill. This legislation is supported 
by the Hawaii State Legislature, Governor 
Linda Lingle, numerous Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations and a variety of other ethnic and Na-
tive American groups. This bill represents an-
other step in the reconciliation process be-
tween Native Hawaiians and the U.S. federal 
government. 

On January 17, 1893, the government of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii was overthrown by a group 
of American citizens, who acted with the sup-
port of U.S. Minister John Stephens and a 
contingent of U.S. Marines from the U.S.S. 
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Boston. One hundred years later, a resolution 
extending an apology on behalf of the United 
States to Native Hawaiians for the illegal over-
throw of the Native Hawaiian government and 
calling for a reconciliation of the relationship 
between the United States and Native Hawai-
ians was enacted into law. 

This measure continues the reconciliation 
process by establishing a procedure through 
which a Native Hawaiian governing entity 
could achieve federal recognition if it chooses 
to do so. This recognition would extend the 
policy of self-governance and self determina-
tion currently extended to American Indians 
and Alaska Natives. It also protects existing 
Native Hawaiian programs and begins to ad-
dress the claims of the Native Hawaiian peo-
ple. This bill does not authorize Native Hawai-
ians to conduct gaming. 

This legislation is critical to the future of the 
State of Hawaii. Most importantly, Native Ha-
waiians deserve the right to decide their future 
and chart their own destiny. It is time their in-
herent rights are restored. 

I urge my colleagues to resolve these long-
standing issues with the Native Hawaiians and 
support this legislation. 

f 

RIM OF THE VALLEY CORRIDOR 
STUDY ACT 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
introduce the Rim of the Valley Corridor Study 
Act, directing the Secretary of the Interior to 
study the feasibility of expanding the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to 
include the mountains and canyons in South-
ern California that are part of the Rim of the 
Valley Corridor, as designated by the State of 
California. 

The Interior Department study would exam-
ine the suitability of expanding the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to 
include this corridor, which contains areas of 
rare Mediterranean ecosystems and encircles 
the mountains above the San Fernando, La 
Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo 
Valleys, as well as the famed Arroyo Seco, 
home of Pasadena’s Rose Bowl. 

For millions of Southern Californians, the 
mountains that rise above our communities 
are a haven from the noise and commotion of 
Los Angeles. Our mountains can and should 
be places where city-dwellers can enjoy such 
activities as hiking, camping, mountain biking, 
horseback riding, observing wildlife, and ad-
miring nature’s scenic beauty. Given the tre-
mendous growth pressures in Southern Cali-
fornia, we must act now to preserve our pre-
cious open space. It is my hope that the Rim 
of the Valley Corridor Study Act will embody a 
dream and vision of a Southern California en-
hanced not only by what we have built, but 
also by what we have preserved. 

The National Park Service oversees the 
highly successful Santa Monica Mountains Na-
tional Recreation Area, the world’s largest 
urban park, spanning from the mountains to 
the sea and protected in perpetuity by Con-
gress in 1978. Inclusion of the Rim of the Val-
ley Corridor would link wildlife habitat in the 
Santa Monica Mountains to the Angeles Na-
tional Forest. 

The Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act 
would require the Interior Department to com-
plete its study within 1 to 3 years, consulting 
with State and local government entities, as 
well as other interested parties, including pri-
vate property holders. It would then be nec-
essary for Congress to enact subsequent leg-
islation to implement the study’s recommenda-
tions. 

Last year, I was pleased to work with my 
colleague, Representative RICHARD POMBO, 
the Chairman of the Committee on Resources, 
on this bill, which passed the Senate. I am 
grateful to Chairman POMBO and to the other 
Members and staff of the Committee who 
worked to report the bill favorably to the full 
House. Unfortunately, in the press of business 
at the end of the last Congress there was no 
time to consider the bill on the floor. 

I am pleased that this legislation has the bi-
partisan support of Representatives DAVID 
DREIER, GEORGE MILLER and BRAD SHERMAN 
as principal cosponsors. I am delighted that 
the senior Senator from California, Senator 
FEINSTEIN, is also introducing this important 
legislation today. 

The Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act 
will result in an initiative creating a lasting leg-
acy of nearby natural open space for our chil-
dren—and their children—to enjoy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES T. 
MCLAWHORN, JR. 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a very special tribute to a true community 
leader, Mr. James T. McLawhorn, Jr. It is my 
honor to recognize the significant contributions 
that he has made to the City of Columbia and 
the State of South Carolina. 

The son of James T. McLawhorn, Sr. and 
Allily McLawhorn, ‘‘J.T.’’ was born on April 21, 
1947, in Greenville, North Carolina. Mr. 
McLawhorn is a graduate of North Carolina 
Agricultural and Technical State University, 
where he received his degree in Political 
Science. He also sought higher degrees, at-
taining a Master’s in Regional Planning from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
and a Master’s in Business Administration 
from the University of Miami Coral Gables. 

On Thursday, January 27, 2005, Mr. 
McLawhorn celebrates 25 years of dedicated 
service as President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Columbia, South Carolina Urban 
League. The Columbia Urban League is a 
non-profit, non-partisan, interracial organiza-
tion serving African Americans and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals and families. 

Mr. McLawhorn’s leadership has been vi-
sionary in implementing new programs that 
have had a tremendous impact throughout 
South Carolina. In 1985, he founded the Na-
tional Black Family Summit, a premier action 
forum on family issues, with an emphasis on 
the African American community. Annual 
meetings of the Summit have brought together 
more than 1,300 participants to develop strate-
gies for family empowerment. 

His deeply felt commitment to initiating posi-
tive change in the African American commu-
nity has resulted in the publishing of an annual 

report entitled The State of Black South Caro-
lina: An Action Agenda for the Future that is 
a widely recognized publication. The publica-
tion serves as a blueprint for identifying and 
addressing public policy issues that are critical 
to improving the quality of life for all South 
Carolinians. The publication is penned by area 
professionals, used as reference material in 
area libraries, and serves as a teaching sup-
plement in educational institutions throughout 
the state. It was an honor for me to be one of 
the contributors to this publication in past 
years. 

It is also in Mr. McLawhorn’s nature to stand 
up for what he believes, and that dedication 
led him to serve as one of the chief planners 
of ‘‘King Day at the Dome,’’ held on the third 
Monday. A few years ago that historic event 
was one of the largest civil rights demonstra-
tions in the history of South Carolina, bringing 
more than 60,000 people to downtown Colum-
bia to protest the flying of the Confederate 
battle flag atop the South Carolina State 
House. In part, because of the public outcry 
witnessed at ‘‘King Day at the Dome,’’ the flag 
was removed from any position of sovereignty. 

Mr. McLawhorn is also actively involved in 
empowering today’s youth so they may be 
meaningful community contributors as adults. 
Under his direction, the Columbia Urban 
League and the South Carolina Department of 
Social Services have teamed up to administer 
‘‘creative and dynamic programs’’ that help 
young people around the state. The Youth 
Leadership Development Institute is one ex-
ample in which high school students are 
placed in work settings for five weeks during 
the summer and participate in academic, so-
cial and cultural enrichment activities. I have 
had the opportunity to host several of the pro-
gram’s students in my office, and I have seen 
the benefit they derive from experiencing the 
challenges and rewards of the working world. 

Dedicated to the empowerment of African 
Americans, Mr. McLawhorn has received 
many prestigious awards on both the state 
and national levels. Former Governors Carroll 
Campbell and David Beasley presented him 
with the prestigious Order of the Palmetto. 
The Order of the Palmetto is the highest 
award given to any civilian in the state. It rec-
ognizes the significant accomplishments of no-
table South Carolinians. The National Urban 
League recently voted him President of the 
Decade for his unwavering commitment. Mr. 
McLawhorn was also recently awarded the 
2004 TEC Champion Leadership Award for his 
foresight in bringing the DigiPen Summer 
Video Game Programming Workshop to the 
Midlands. He and the Columbia Urban League 
have also received the Whitney M. Young Jr. 
Race Relations Award. To add to his stag-
gering list of accomplishments, he was an in-
vited participant to the Joint Civilian Orienta-
tion Conference by the United States Sec-
retary of Defense. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in applauding Mr. James T. 
McLawhorn for his many achievements. I con-
gratulate him on his quarter century of service 
and commend him for his significant efforts to 
improve the quality of life for all South Caro-
linians. 
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CONGRATULATING IMMOKALEE 

HIGH SCHOOL INDIANS FOOT-
BALL TEAM 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor and congratulate the 
Immokalee High School Indians on their Class 
2A football championship. 

With only three minutes and ten seconds re-
maining in the championship game, the 
Immokalee Indians kicked a 42 yard field goal 
to take a 17–15 lead, which they held on to for 
the remainder of the game. 

This game was especially important to the 
Indians, as it marked the first state football 
championship in school history. 

As their recent state title would clearly indi-
cate, talented athletes fill the Indian’s roster. In 
fact, nine players were named to the Florida 
Sports Writers Association Class 2A All-State 
team. Five of those players were named to the 
first team, two players were named to the sec-
ond team and two players received honorable 
mentions. 

Under the leadership of head coach John 
Weber and his staff, the Indians football team 
has brought great pride and accomplishment 
to Immokalee and all of Southwest Florida. 

Of course, the players and coaches were 
not the only ones responsible for this impres-
sive victory. The fans, trainers, faculty, staff 
and the entire Immokalee community helped 
lead the Indians to the state championship. 

I would also like to congratulate Principal 
Manny Touron and Athletic Director Linda 
Ayer for their commitment to this football team 
and to Immokalee High School. 

It is my great honor to congratulate the 
Immokalee High School Indians on this incred-
ible accomplishment and look forward to con-
tinued success next season. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Immokalee High School—the 2004 state foot-
ball champions. 

f 

THE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
BUDGET 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about a timely and important issue: the 
International Affairs Budget, or 150 account as 
it is known in budget parlance. 

Just prior to adjourning the 108th Congress, 
we completed work on a major portion of the 
9–11 Commission’s recommendations—intel-
ligence reform. 

The Commission also endorsed a second 
critical strategy for protecting America that we 
now must address: investing in the tools of a 
proactive foreign policy, including the range of 
diplomatic, development and humanitarian 
programs funded under the International Af-
fairs Budget. 

These programs facilitate the formation of 
international coalitions, fund essential non-

proliferation, anti-terrorism and de-mining ef-
forts, respond to global challenges such as 
hunger and illiteracy, and help people build a 
future of hope and opportunity. 

They also build markets for U.S. exports, 
provide for embassy personnel and security, 
and promote good governance practices that 
strengthen democracies. 

I am joined in my support of the 150 ac-
count by my friend and colleague JIM LEACH, 
who—along with 110 other members of the 
House from both sides of the aisle—recently 
signed a letter to the President asking him to 
support a significant increase in funding for 
these diplomatic tools and international pro-
grams. 

I would like to submit the text of that impor-
tant letter for the RECORD. 

I also commend the leadership of Senators 
FEINSTEIN, DEWINE, SMITH and DURBIN for 
spearheading a similar letter to the President 
from their colleagues in the Senate. 

Over the next several weeks, the President 
will be putting the final touches on his fiscal 
year 2006 budget request. In light of all the 
global challenges faced by the United States, 
we are very hopeful that he will propose a 
substantial increase for international affairs 
programs. 

Mr. Speaker, the tragic tsunami disaster in 
Asia has underscored the need for a robust 
International Affairs Budget. Indeed, the 150 
account is the mechanism that has enabled 
the extraordinary humanitarian relief efforts. 

Key actors in the rescue and recovery oper-
ations are those U.S.-supported personnel and 
programs that have been on the ground for 
years: seasoned NGO staff who have estab-
lished relationships with local governments 
and possess knowledge of the region’s terrain; 
embassy personnel providing critical informa-
tion and communications infrastructure; Amer-
ican businesses and contractors with recon-
struction expertise and access to capital. 

Not only does the International Affairs Budg-
et support wide-scale emergency humanitarian 
response operations—it is a critical addition to 
our military and intelligence capabilities in the 
fight against terrorism and the e1ffort to build 
global stability. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a substantial increase in the Inter-
national Affairs Budget. 

DECEMBER 14, 2004. 
President GEORGE W. BUSH, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We are writing to ex-
press strong, bipartisan support for a robust 
increase in the FY06 150 International Af-
fairs Budget as an essential investment in 
America’s fight against terrorism and efforts 
to build global stability through promoting 
economic prosperity and expressing the com-
passion of the American people for those in 
need around the world. 

Along with a range of intelligence and law 
enforcement reforms, the bipartisan 9/11 
Commission strongly endorsed investments 
in the International Affairs Budget as vital 
to protecting America and an inseparable 
priority from funding homeland defense. In 
the final report, they wrote, ‘‘long-term suc-
cess demands the use of all elements of na-
tional power: diplomacy, intelligence, covert 
action, law enforcement, economic policy, 
foreign aid, public diplomacy and homeland 
defense.’’ 

‘‘Terrorism is not caused by poverty,’’ the 
9/11 Commission wrote. ‘‘Yet when people 

lose hope, when societies break down, when 
countries fragment, the breeding grounds for 
terrorism are created.’’ The International 
Affairs Budget incorporates the full range of 
diplomatic tools and international programs 
that are critical in helping to stabilize the 
world and promote our national interests. 
Whether it is protecting our national secu-
rity, spurring economic growth or sup-
porting humanitarian efforts, the Inter-
national Affairs Budget is working for Amer-
ica. 

By investing in people, strengthening eco-
nomic opportunity, enhancing democracies, 
responding to global challenges such as in-
fectious diseases, hunger, illiteracy, environ-
mental degradation, and maternal and child 
health, the 150 account is critical to creating 
a safer world. Export promotion programs, 
commercial diplomacy, good governance and 
anti-corruption programs open markets for 
U.S. businesses and create jobs here at home. 
Vigorous public diplomacy efforts, secure 
embassies, capable telecommunications, and 
vibrant international exchange and edu-
cation programs are vital to delivering 
America’s messages of freedom and democ-
racy around the globe. 

We are more convinced than ever that 
America must remain engaged in the world 
and utilize all of the tools and resources that 
strengthen U.S. national interests—includ-
ing the International Affairs Budget. As you 
prepare the FY06 Federal Budget, we urge 
you to support substantially increased fund-
ing for international affairs programs. 

Sincerely, 
Leach (R–IA), Berman (D–CA), Aber-

crombie (D–HI), Ackerman (D–NY), Allen (D– 
ME), Baird (D–WA), Baldwin (D–WI), Bass 
(R–NH), Berkley (D–NV), Biggert (R–IL). 

Blumenauer (D–OR), Boehlert (R–NY), Bos-
well (D–IA), Brown (D–OH), Capps (D–CA), 
Cardin (D–MD), Chandler (D–KY), Crowley 
(D–NY), Davis (D–IL), Davis (D–FL). 

Davis (D–CA), Delahunt (D–MA), DeLauro 
(D–CT), Deutsch (D–FL), Dicks (D–WA), 
Dreier (R–CA), Emanuel (D–IL), Engel (D– 
NY), English (R–PA), Etheridge (D–NC). 

Farr (D–CA), Fattah (D–PA), Filner (D– 
CA), Frank (D–MA), Gordon (D–TN), Green 
(D–TX), Greenwood (R–PA), Hinchey (D–NY), 
Honda (D–CA), Hoyer (D–MD). 

Inslee (D–WA), Isakson (R–GA), Jackson 
(D–IL), Jefferson (D–LA), Johnson (R–CT), 
Johnson (R–IL), Kaptur (D–OH), Kennedy (R– 
MN), Kennedy (D–RI), Kildee (D–MI). 

Kirk (R–IL), Knollenberg (R–MI), LaHood 
(R–IL), Lampson (D–TX), Langevin (D–RI), 
Lantos (D–CA), Larsen (D–WA), Larson (D– 
CT), LaTourette (R–OH), Lee (D–CA). 

Levin (D–MI), Lewis (R–CA), Lewis (D–GA), 
Lofgren (D–CA), Lowey (D–NY), Lynch (D– 
MA), Maloney (D–NY), Manzullo (R–IL), Mat-
sui (D–CA), McCollum (D–MN). 

McDermott (D–WA), McGovern (D–MA), 
Meeks (D–NY), Menendez (D–NJ), Millender– 
McDonald (D–CA), Miller (D–CA), Moran (D– 
VA), Nadler (D–NY), Oberstar (D–MN), Owens 
(D–NY). 

Pallone (D–NJ), Payne (D–NJ), Pelosi (D– 
CA), Pomeroy (D–ND), Price (D–NC), Roth-
man (D–NJ), Rush (D–IL), Sanchez (D–CA), 
Schakowsky (D–IL), Schiff (D–CA). 

Serrano (D–NY), Shays (R–CT), Sherman 
(D–CA), Shimkus (R–IL), Simmons (R–CT), 
Slaughter (D–NY), Smith (D–WA), Smith (R– 
NJ), Snyder (D–AR), Solis (D–CA). 

Stupak (D–MI), Tauscher (D–CA), Tierney 
(D–MA), Tubbs Jones (D–OH), Udall (D–CO), 
Udall (D–NM), Van Hollen (D–MD), Waters 
(D–CA), Waxman (D–CA), Weller (R–IL), 
Wexler (D–FL), Woolsey (D–CA). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on January 6, 
2005, I was in my district and unable to vote. 
I would like the record to show that, had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on 
rollcall vote number 7. 

f 

HONORING HAZEL J. LEWIS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor one of my constituents, Hazel J. 
Lewis. Hazel Lewis embodies the American 
dream and then some. 

Born and raised in England, she and her 
mother, Dorothy Lewis, immigrated to the 
United States in 1948. In 1953, she married 
Lester Leventhal of Chicago and today they 
live in the 7th Illinois Congressional District in 
Chicago. 

Hazel Lewis began working for the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary of the American Medical Asso-
ciation 52 years ago. In 1963, she became its 
Assistant Executive Director and in 1973 be-
came the Executive Director of the AMA Alli-
ance, as the Auxiliary came to be known, a 
position she holds today. 

Throughout her tenure, Ms. Lewis worked to 
support the health care and charitable mis-
sions of the American Medical Association, 
tirelessly enhancing the role and health of 
women and children in our society, setting an 
example as to professionalism in her field. 

She has been responsible for such innova-
tive public health programs, including the AMA 
Alliances unique ‘‘SAVE’’ program, Stop Amer-
ica’s Violence Everywhere,’’ and an extraor-
dinarily successful schoolroom project, ‘‘Hands 
Are Not For Hitting,’’ to name just two. 

Under her direction, millions of dollars were 
raised to support medical education across the 
country. And, throughout her 52 years, Ms. 
Lewis has handled her responsibilities and 
work in such a way as to enhance the reputa-
tion of the AMA Alliance, the American Med-
ical Association, the City of Chicago, the State 
of Illinois and this great country. 

On April 8, 2004, she will retire from her 
current position, but not retiring from her in-
volvement in making things better for us all. 
She intends to make her skills and time avail-
able to volunteer organization to help the peo-
ple of Chicago. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the AMA Alliance and 
the American Medical Association in thanking 
Ms. Lewis for her great contributions and wish 
her well in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MANUEL 
A. GONZALEZ, JR. 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise to honor the life of 

Manuel A. Gonzalez Jr., a California correc-
tions officer and family friend, who was bru-
tally stabbed to death by an inmate at the 
California Institute for Men at Chino. He is the 
first corrections officer to be killed in the line 
of duty in California since 1985. 

Manuel was born on September 15, 1961, 
in East Los Angeles. His family moved to Chi-
cago, where he spent part of his youth before 
returning to Santa Fe Springs, where he made 
his home. He graduated from Pioneer High 
School and subsequently joined the United 
States Army. He spent his tour of duty in Ger-
many, where he was joined by his brother 
David and his cousin Alex. Manuel remained 
in the Army Reserve until 1988. 

Upon his return from the Army, Manuel 
made his home in Whittier. His uncle, a cor-
rections sergeant, recruited him for the De-
partment of Corrections. The idea of a law en-
forcement career had always interested 
Manuel, so he joined the Department in 1988. 
He was excited by the challenge of the job 
and put much effort into his work. He was first 
assigned to Corcoran Prison where he gained 
valuable experience. In 1993, he was trans-
ferred to Lancaster Prison and became a sea-
soned officer. To be closer to his family, 
Manuel was transferred to the California Insti-
tute for Men at Chino in 1998. There he be-
came an expert in gang identification and a 
leader among his peers, who had great re-
spect for him. He had opportunities to be pro-
moted to sergeant and to transfer to parole, 
but he remained on the front line because it 
was the job he loved. 

Manuel loved sports. He enjoyed watching 
his favorite teams; the Raiders, Lakers, Dodg-
ers, U.S.C. basketball and football, and the 
L.A. Kings. He was also very active with his 
children, taking them to football and baseball 
practice and coaching as time allowed. 

Manuel leaves behind six children. His 22 
year old son Mark is following in his father’s 
footsteps. Mark spent four years in the U.S. 
Navy and is an Iraq War veteran. He is now 
pursuing a career in law enforcement. Steven 
is 17, Roxanna 15, Jessica 14, Manuel 4, and 
Gustavo 3. Manuel is also survived by his par-
ents, Manuel Sr. and Bertha, his brother 
David, and sisters Rosalinda and Delia. 

We all owe a great debt of gratitude to 
Manuel. He knew the danger he faced but 
would not be deterred from his duties walking 
the toughest beat in California. I have spent 
time with the family during this tragedy, and I 
wish to express my sincere sympathy to them 
as well as the extended family who have all 
been devastated by the loss of one so loved. 
The entire law enforcement community, espe-
cially the California Department of Corrections 
is in mourning for a lost brother. I ask that all 
of my colleagues join me to honor this fallen 
hero who has made the ultimate sacrifice. 

f 

HONORING CLARENCE BOYKINS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Clarence Boykins, a fine Tucsonan 
who has been invaluable to my community. 
Clarence is retiring from his many years of 
service and he will be missed sorely. 

Clarence is a man with a resume and 
record of achievement so long, that I find it dif-
ficult to pick a jumping point from which to 
begin to describe the impact he has had on 
Arizona. Perhaps I should begin by noting that 
Clarence has been listed as one of the ‘‘Most 
Influential African American Men in Arizona’’. 
Indeed, Clarence deserves this recognition. 
But I would argue that his work has so deeply 
affected the lives of each and every one of us 
that a more appropriate descriptor would sim-
ply be one of the ‘‘Most Influential individuals 
in Arizona’’. His presence, his ideas and his 
actions have enabled diversity to flourish and, 
thus, he has enriched our worlds, expanded 
our viewpoints, and taught us to keep our 
eyes, minds and hearts open. 

For over thirty years now, Clarence has 
dedicated himself to the betterment of the Ari-
zona community, and in effect, the betterment 
of humanity as a whole. One role that he has 
played sticks out in my mind: the role of inte-
grator. In the long and diverse list of jobs, ti-
tles and honors that Clarence has held, the 
common thread that runs through all of them 
is that he has used each position to promote 
the benefits of multiculturalism. We cannot 
thank him enough for all that he has done to 
improve access to education. His work to de-
segregate schools was not only necessary, 
but it was a crucial step in building and 
strengthening multicultural relations within our 
community. Surely, a community as diverse as 
Tucson cannot stand divided. Clarence not 
only recognized this, but he had the good 
sense, and the strong drive needed, to take 
action. 

In reflecting on Clarence’s commitment to 
multiculturalism. I am reminded of the work he 
did as the Campaign Coordinator for the re- 
establishment of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday in Arizona. The importance of cele-
brating this Holiday cannot be underestimated. 
It is a tribute to a man whose ideals spoke to 
equality, fairness and tolerance values that are 
essential to the very fabric of America. Clar-
ence recognized the symbolic impact this Holi-
day has on our nation and, with true passion, 
he organized the successful passage, by vote 
of the citizens of the State of Arizona, of a bal-
lot measure to re-instate the Holiday. We 
thank him for this. 

And, true to form, Clarence’s devotion to 
multiculturalism has extended far beyond ef-
forts to promote equality amongst his own eth-
nicity. I am proud and very grateful to have 
worked with Clarence over the years to estab-
lish a Holiday in honor of Cesar Chavez. His 
efforts have been vital to this effort and his 
support has been unwavering. Again, we 
thank you, Clarence. 

With Clarence’s retirement come some big 
shoes to fill. 1 am confident, however, that the 
example he has set throughout his entire ca-
reer has inspired many others to emulate his 
ideas, morals and values and that his good ef-
forts will be carried on. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIVE 
HAWAIIAN GOVERNMENT REOR-
GANIZATION ACT OF 2005 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I am proud and 
humbled to again cointroduce with my Hawaii 
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colleague, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, during this 109th 
Congress, as we did in the 108th Congress, 
the Native Hawaiian Government Reorganiza-
tion Act of 2005. Identical legislation was intro-
duced today by Hawaii Senators AKAKA and 
INOUYE, again marking a united commitment 
by Hawaii’s entire delegation to the most vital 
single piece of legislation for our Hawaii since 
Statehood. 

This legislation affirms the longstanding po-
litical relationship between Native Hawaiians, 
the indigenous peoples of our Hawaii, and our 
federal government, and extends to Native 
Hawaiians the time-honored federal policy of 
self-determination provided other indigenous 
peoples under U.S. jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker, allow me to be direct: this is 
crucial to the Hawaiian people and to our Ha-
waii. The stakes are nothing more or less than 
the survival and prosperity not only of our in-
digenous people and culture, but of the very 
soul of Hawaii as we know and love it. 

I speak to you today on behalf of all of Ha-
waii’s people and all those worldwide for 
whom Hawaii, in all of her forms, be they nat-
ural, environmental, cultural, social, and spir-
itual, is a truly special and unique place. And 
I say to you that that Hawaii—the Hawaii that 
is the indigenous home of all Native Hawai-
ians, that my own ancestors and many other 
non-Native Hawaiians committed themselves 
to since recorded Western discovery in 1778, 
and that so many throughout the world con-
tinue to view as a beacon for what can be in 
our world—that Hawaii has never been so at 
risk as today. 

It is at risk because it is a creation of and 
rests upon the foundation of our Native Hawai-
ian people and culture, and their survival and 
prosperity are at risk. As they go, so goes Ha-
waii as we know it, and a Hawaii which is not 
Hawaiian is not a Hawaii I can bear to accept. 

Nor is federal recognition for Native Hawai-
ians exclusively a Hawaii issue. Census fig-
ures show that our country is home to more 
than 400,000 Native Hawaiians, with 160,000 
living outside of Hawaii. And clearly the pres-
ervation of the Hawaii that so many through-
out our world have come to know and love is 
of great concern to so many well beyond our 
borders. 

So our goal is not only reaffirming the long-
standing historical and legal relationship be-
tween Native Hawaiians and the United 
States, not only delivering fairness and justice 
to Native Hawaiians, but ensuring the very 
survival and prosperity of our Native Hawaiian 
people and culture and, through them, Hawaii 
itself. And this is a truly common goal, evi-
denced by broad-based support among Ha-
waii’s political leaders, and Hawaiians and 
non-Hawaiians alike, which spans ethnic, par-
tisan and other distinctions. 

The goal of assisting Native Hawaiians is 
not new to our Federal Government. Beyond 
a longstanding relationship that was reaffirmed 
when Hawaii became a territory in 1900 and 
a State in 1959, over 160 federal statutes 
have enacted programs to address the condi-
tions of Native Hawaiians in areas such as 
Hawaiian homelands, health, education and 
economic development based on Congress’ 
plenary authority under our U.S. Constitution 
to address the conditions of indigenous peo-
ples. These have been matched by state and 
quasi-autonomous entities such as the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs and the Department of Ha-
waiian Home Lands, and private entities like 

The Kamehameha Schools. And they have 
borne fruit with a renewed focus on unique 
Native Hawaiian needs and a renaissance of 
Native Hawaiian culture. Federal recognition is 
the means by which these indispensable ef-
forts can be carried forward into the next gen-
eration of Native Hawaiian governance. 

Federal recognition is also the time-honored 
means of memorializing our government’s re-
lationship with the indigenous peoples of the 
contiguous 48 states and Alaska. There, either 
government-to-government treaties or the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs recognition process or 
legislative recognition have extended self-de-
termination and affirmed relationships. Al-
though the difference between those peoples 
and Native Hawaiians is exclusively geo-
graphic, such means have simply not been ei-
ther available or exercised in the case of Na-
tive Hawaiians. 

Nor is the concept of extending federal rec-
ognition to Native Hawaiians a new one. The 
enactment into law in 1993 of the Apology 
Resolution (P.L. 103–150) expressed a na-
tional commitment to reconciliation efforts be-
tween Native Hawaiians and the Federal Gov-
ernment. Subsequent efforts through the De-
partments of Justice and Interior, as well as 
the White House Initiative on Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders established by executive 
orders of both Presidents Clinton and Bush, 
yielded federal recognition legislation and the 
inclusion of Native Hawaiians in federal pro-
grams and services as top priorities. During 
the 106th Congress, the House even passed 
federal recognition legislation for Native Ha-
waiians on September 26, 2000. 

Most recently, the Department of Interior 
also moved forward on the establishment of 
the Office of Hawaiian Relations. Structurally 
organized under the Assistant Secretary for 
Policy, Management, and Budget, the new of-
fice is a welcome and positive step forward in 
coordinating policies within the Department as 
they affect Native Hawaiians. Already, the De-
partment oversees pertinent issues such as 
Hawaiian home lands, historic preservation, 
the Native American Graves Protection Act, 
the Native Hawaiian Culture and Arts Pro-
gram, and the consideration of Native Hawai-
ians in natural resources management, includ-
ing at our Hawaii national parks. 

The time has clearly come for our Federal 
Government to strengthen its relationship with 
Native Hawaiians in order to resolve long-
standing issues and ensure the survival and 
prosperity of the Native Hawaiian people and 
culture and of their special home. For all of us 
in Hawaii, Mr. Speaker, and in fact for all Na-
tive Hawaiians, wherever, throughout our 
country and world they may live, I urge the 
passage of this vital legislation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE IMPROV-
ING THE COMMUNITY SERVICES 
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2005 

HON. TOM OSBORNE 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
pleased to introduce the ‘‘Improving the Com-
munity Services Block Grant Act of 2005’’ to 
reauthorize the Community Services Block 
Grant (CSBG) program. 

Unfortunately, last Congress the House and 
Senate were unable to complete work on re-
authorizing CSBG. The bill I am introducing 
today once again puts forth our effort and on-
going commitment to ensuring that anti-pov-
erty activities for needy families continue. 

The CSBG is an anti-poverty block grant 
that funds a State-administered network of 
over 1,100 public and private community ac-
tion agencies delivering social services to low- 
income Americans. The CSBG Act was estab-
lished in 1981 in response to President Rea-
gan’s proposal to consolidate the Community 
Services Administration and 11 other anti-pov-
erty programs. 

Block grant funds may be used for a wide- 
range of anti-poverty activities to help families 
and individuals achieve self-sufficiency. Such 
activities may include providing assistance in 
finding and retaining employment, obtaining 
adequate housing, and providing emergency 
food services. The CSBG also includes fund-
ing for certain discretionary activities, including 
community economic development, rural com-
munity facilities improvement, the community 
food and nutrition assistance, and the national 
youth sports program. The CSBG program is 
an essential tool in meeting the unique needs 
of each area and serves as a conduit for com-
munity services. 

The bill I am introducing today would build 
upon improvements made to the program dur-
ing the last reauthorization. It would promote 
increased quality by requiring States to re-
evaluate whether the lowest performing grant-
ees should continue to receive funding. It re-
tains the current definition of an eligible entity 
to include the grandfather provisions, but up-
dates the definition to require eligible entities 
to successfully develop and meet locally deter-
mined goals and meet the State goals, stand-
ards and performance requirements in order to 
continue receiving funds. 

This bill promotes increased accountability 
by ensuring that States monitor local grantees 
to ensure services are provided in the most ef-
ficient manner and that services reach those 
with the greatest need. The bill also requires 
the development of local grantee determined 
goals that each local grantee is responsible for 
meeting. 

The bill further encourages initiatives to im-
prove economic conditions and mobilization of 
new resources in rural areas to help eliminate 
obstacles to the self-sufficiency of families and 
individuals in rural communities, and expands 
opportunities for providing youth mentoring 
services to encourage education, and youth 
crime prevention. 

Finally, the bill continues the CSBG grants 
and discretionary programs at current author-
ization levels and extends them through fiscal 
year 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation that ensures im-
proved services for low-income individuals and 
families. 

f 

NO ATTAINMENT—NO TRADE BILL 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing the ‘‘No Attainment—No 
Trade bill.’’ 
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This legislation amends the Clean Air Act to 

prohibit powerplants and other major point 
sources of nitrogen oxide (NOx) pollution that 
are in an ozone non-attainment area from par-
ticipating in EPA’s emission trading program. 

In 1990 Congress passed amendments to 
the Clean Air Act to deal with the issue of acid 
rain deposition. 

Harmful acid rain was destroying our build-
ings, personal property and turning freshwater 
lakes into dead zones. 

The new law established an innovative 
emission trading program to reduce the pre-
cursors of acid rain, harmful nitrogen oxides 
and sulphur dioxides emitted by coal-burning 
powerplants and major industrial boilers. 

Since its establishment, the trading program 
has worked extremely well, better than even 
proponents of the 1990 amendment to the 
Clean Air Act ever expected. 

While nitrogen and sulphur dioxides have 
been reduced, and reduced by millions of 
tons, an unanticipated new wrinkle has 
emerged as States and localities work to re-
duce urban smog and bring ozone non-attain-
ment areas into compliance with other require-
ments in the Clean Air Act. 

States and localities are bumping into the 
emission trading program for nitrogen oxides. 

Not only are nitrogen oxides the precursors 
of acid rain, they also mix with hydro-carbons 
and form unhealthy ground level ozone. 

Giving power plants in an ozone non-attain-
ment area the authority to buy a credit from 
elsewhere and avoid nitrogen oxide reductions 
may help EPA meet its national acid rain re-
duction goals, but it can frustrate state and 
local efforts to lower ozone and urban smog 
and be in compliance with the Clean Air Act. 

I speak from experience. 
Just across the Potomac River in Alexandria 

we have a power plant operated by Mirant that 
was in violation of its operating permit. 

Aptly named the ‘‘Potomac River Plant’’, the 
coal-fired facility was built in 1949. 

Because it was approaching the end of its 
useful life expectancy, Congress agreed to ex-
empt it and other older plants from the tougher 
modern emission requirements under the 
Clean Air Act. 

The exemption was probably a mistake. 
Unfortunately, too many utilities found it 

cheaper to keep these antiquated and dirty 
plants operating beyond their useful life than 
replace them with costlier but cleaner power 
plants. 

Had this region replaced all of exempt 
power plants with modern facilities, this region 
might be in compliance with the Clean Air Act 
ozone standards. 

Instead, this region has had greater chal-
lenge to bring this region into compliance and 
imposed only modest emission reductions on 
the Potomac River Plant. 

This attainment plan faced a serious set-
back during the summer of 2003 when the Po-
tomac River Plant violated its clean air emis-
sion limits by more than 1,000 tons of nitrogen 
oxide, double the tonnage allowed under its 
permit. 

Initially, Mirant claimed it could come into 
compliance by purchasing credits of emission 
reductions from sources elsewhere, outside 
this region, to meet its emission reduction 
goal. 

‘‘Not so,’’ said the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

The state’s position, however, was on less 
than firm legal ground and it took extensive 

enforcement action and the threat of a state- 
initiated lawsuit before an alternative remedy 
was agreed upon. 

I am pleased that the state held firm and 
was able to reach a settlement, that while not 
ideal, will reduce emissions at the Potomac 
River Plant and the other three local coal-fired 
plants operated by Mirant. 

The agreement will contribute substantially 
to reduce NOx emissions throughout the met-
ropolitan Washington, D.C. region and bring it 
into compliance with the Clean Air Act. 

The legislation I am reintroducing today, 
however, is still necessary. 

It gives states the clear legal authority they 
need and discourages power plants from chal-
lenging state ozone implementation plans in 
court. 

This legislation will give other states the au-
thority they need to block power plants in a 
non-attainment area from engaging in NOx 
emission trading and avoiding their responsi-
bility to reduce ozone and urban smog. 

It makes no sense, to force this region, or 
the jurisdictions of any ozone non-attainment 
area, to rachet down nitrogen oxides from 
other sources, beyond what may be nec-
essary, simply because a few large sources 
are able to buy their way out of compliance. 

It isn’t fair, and it is not in anyone’s best in-
terest to do so. 

My legislation puts an end to it. 
It deserves consideration. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF BRANDYWINE’S 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to the 
Rotary Club of Brandywine as they celebrate 
their 50th anniversary in the State of Dela-
ware. 

While serving as the Vice President of the 
Phoenix Steel Corporation, Otis Zwissler char-
tered the Rotary Club of Brandywine on March 
8, 1955. Over its 50-year history, the Rotary 
Club has raised more than $500,000 dollars to 
benefit numerous service projects, both locally 
and internationally. During this time, the Ro-
tary Club has engaged in efforts to eradicate 
polio, and has been involved in numerous 
community food drives. The Rotary Club of 
Brandywine recently aided in the construction 
of the Can-Do Playground, which will enable 
disabled children to join with the rest of their 
friends in a common play area. In addition, the 
Rotary Club has hosted many well-known 
guest speakers over the years, including the 
former United States Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development and first Cuban- 
American ever elected to the United States 
Senate, Senator Mel Martinez; all of the cur-
rent and several previous members of the 
Delaware federal delegation; the current Gov-
ernor of Delaware, as well as many previous 
Governors; and the President of Rotary Inter-
national. 

The 46 members of the Rotary Club of 
Brandywine are part of the Delaware Eastern 
Shore of Maryland Rotary District. This district 
contains 2,000 Rotarians, and is one of over 

31,000 worldwide clubs in 160 countries. 
Globally, over 1.2 million people take part in 
Rotary Club activities. 

The Rotary Club of Brandywine’s accom-
plishments and service to the State of Dela-
ware deserve to be recognized and I com-
mend the club on their great efforts to support 
others in our community. I look forward to the 
Rotary Club of Brandywine’s continued suc-
cess. Its contribution in Delaware should serve 
as an example to us all. 

f 

H.R. 304—AIRCRAFT CARRIER END- 
STRENGTH ACT 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce H.R. 304—the Aircraft Carrier End 
Strength Act. Recently, in a last ditch effort to 
reach OMB budgetary goals, the Department 
of the Defense approved drastic cuts in the 
Navy’s Fiscal Year 2006 budget. Only one of 
these cuts is both operationally unsound AND 
irreversible . . . that is the reduction in the 
Navy’s fleet of aircraft carriers from twelve to 
eleven. 

This decision was not made by the military 
and policy experts who are now working on 
the 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR). 
This irreversible decision was made by budget 
crunchers looking to reduce the budget topline 
without considering all of the operational im-
pacts. Congress has worked hard to re-build 
our national defense architecture and now is 
not the time to retreat. That is why I have in-
troduced legislation, H.R. 304, which will en-
sure that the Navy maintains their current min-
imum requirement of twelve aircraft carriers. 

Just last year, the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Vern Clark, stated; ‘‘Aircraft 
carrier force levels have been set at 12 ships 
as a result of fiscal constraints; however, real- 
world experience and analysis indicate that a 
carrier force level of 15 ships is necessary 
. . .’’ And in 2001, then-Vice Admiral Timothy 
J. Keating stated, ‘‘The United States needs 
15 carriers to provide continuous combat-cred-
ible sovereign presence in each area of re-
sponsibility. . . . The United States accepts a 
risk by leaving areas of the world uncovered 
at times.’’ 

Over the last few years, Congress has 
heard a consistent message from the Depart-
ment of Defense—the important tactical mis-
sions accomplished in Afghanistan and Iraq 
would not have been possible without our fleet 
of aircraft carriers. Aircraft carriers are in con-
stant demand all over the globe and there is 
no technology that will allow them to be in two 
places at the same time. In the face of ter-
rorist threats and other dangers that this na-
tion is facing and with the proven operational 
need of aircraft carriers, now is not the time 
for the Navy to contemplate decreasing the 
number of aircraft carriers available for our na-
tional security strategy. 

Please support H.R. 304—the Aircraft Car-
rier End-Strength Act. 
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ORGANIZATIONS THAT SEEK THE 

LEGALIZATION OF ILLICIT 
DRUGS IN OUR COUNTRY 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
call attention to the work of organizations that 
seek the legalization of illicit drugs in our 
country, to the detriment of the health and 
safety of our citizens. 

On January 4, 2005, the Washington Post 
published an article entitled ‘‘Exhale, Stage 
Left,’’ chronicling the career of Keith Stroup, 
the founder and retiring executive director of 
the National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws (NORML). This article sheds 
light on some of the operations and claims of 
such organizations, and I ask that it be en-
tered into the RECORD. 

Particularly disturbing in this story is the en-
tanglement of the drug legalization group with 
those who stand to profit from others’ addic-
tion—drug traffickers. The Washington Post 
article describes that one of the major early fi-
nancial backers of NORML was ‘‘the leg-
endary pot smuggler’’ Tom Forcade. To collect 
donations, Stroup even went to Forcade’s 
‘‘stash house,’’ which was ‘‘filled with bales of 
marijuana.’’ Certainly we can understand why 
a drug smuggler would contribute generously 
to efforts to legalize drugs like marijuana—with 
so much product to move, this man had a 
vested financial interest in making harmful 
drugs easier for people to obtain. But what 
kind of group takes money from such a crimi-
nal? Do we really want our laws ‘‘reformed’’ by 
efforts funded by criminal enterprises? Yet ac-
cording to the article, it had seemed ‘‘perfectly 
normal for NORML to call a dope smuggler 
when it ran short of cash.’’ 

Drug legalization groups like to claim that 
marijuana is not really harmful and that it does 
not serve as a ‘‘gateway’’ to the use of other 
dangerous drugs. In fact, on its website, 
NORML claims, ‘‘There is no conclusive evi-
dence that the effects of marijuana are caus-
ally linked to the subsequent use of other illicit 
drugs.’’ Perhaps NORML needs to look back 
at the experiences of its own leaders to re-ex-
amine such an assertion. The Post article de-
scribes how Stroup and his colleagues them-
selves moved onto other drugs in the 1970s: 
‘‘Privately, he and his NORML pals joked 
about forming an advocacy group for another 
drug they’d begun to enjoy—cocaine.’’ I’m 
sure that the families who have suffered 
through the heartaches of cocaine addiction 
could inform NORML that cocaine abuse is no 
laughing matter. Stroup has come to realize 
that as well, admitting that his own use of co-
caine may have led to lapses in professional 
judgment and that he knows now that 
‘‘[c]ocaine is deadly.’’ Once, though, he had 
thought cocaine harmless. If he was wrong 
about cocaine, might he not likewise be wrong 
in presuming marijuana harmless? 

In an attempt to make marijuana sound 
‘‘harmless,’’ drug legalization groups also try 
to downplay the addictive qualities of mari-
juana. NORML states on its website, ‘‘While 
the scientific community has yet to achieve full 
consensus on this matter, the majority of epi-
demiological and animal data demonstrate that 
the reinforcing properties of marijuana in hu-

mans is low in comparison to other drugs of 
abuse . . .’’ Yet the leaders of legalization 
themselves exhibit not simply social or occa-
sional use of marijuana, but regular consump-
tion of it. According to the article, Stroup 
smokes pot ‘‘nearly every night’’ as he watch-
es the evening news. 

Our citizens—especially our youth—need to 
understand the real danger of dependence on 
marijuana. It’s not as innocuous as legalizers 
would have us believe. As the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy has reported, ‘‘Ac-
cording to the 2002 National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health, 4.3 million Americans were 
classified with dependence on or abuse of 
marijuana. That figure represents 1.8 percent 
of the total U.S. population and 60.3 percent 
of those classified as individuals who abuse or 
are dependent on illicit drugs . . . What 
makes this all the more disturbing is that mari-
juana use has been shown to be three times 
more likely to lead to dependence among ado-
lescents than among adults.’’ 

We need to be aware of marijuana’s harms. 
Last year NIDA Director Nora Volkow testified 
at a hearing before the Subcommittee on 
Criminal Justice, Drug Policy, and Human Re-
sources, which I chair. Dr. Volkow attested to 
the health risks associated with marijuana, 
saying, ‘‘There are numerous deleterious 
health consequences associated with short- 
and long-term marijuana use, including the 
possibility of becoming addicted. During the 
period of intoxication, marijuana disrupts short- 
term memory, attention, judgment, as well as 
other cognitive functions. In addition, mari-
juana has also been shown to impair coordi-
nation and balance, and can increase an indi-
vidual’s heart rate.’’ Marijuana, Dr. Volkow tes-
tified, can affect the entire body: ‘‘New re-
search is also showing us that marijuana can 
affect almost every organ in the body, from 
the central nervous system to the cardio-
vascular, endocrine, respiratory/pulmonary, 
and immune systems. Because marijuana is 
typically rolled into a cigarette or ‘joint’ and 
smoked, it has been shown to greatly impact 
the respiratory system and increases the likeli-
hood of some cancers.’’ Marijuana use is con-
nected to lifelong difficulties for our youth: 
‘‘Also, we are finding that early exposure to 
marijuana is associated with an increased like-
lihood of a lifetime of subsequent drug prob-
lems.’’ 

With all the risks that marijuana poses, we 
cannot afford to allow drug legalization groups 
to perpetuate their myths about the ‘‘harmless-
ness’’ of marijuana—especially when even 
their own history casts doubt on the validity of 
their claims. 

f 

ON THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
KEEP OUR PACT ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
sense of urgency that I reintroduce the Keep 
Our Promises to America’s Children and 
Teachers Act at the outset of the 109th Con-
gress. 

I offer the Keep Our PACT Act today to help 
meet the aspirations of our nation’s school 
children—and to help provide all of their 

teachers and schools with the resources they 
need to help them achieve those aspirations. 
Additionally, I offer this bill as a reminder to 
those of us in government of the importance 
of keeping our promises and of truly making 
education the priority our constituents believe 
it to be. 

Put simply, the Keep Our PACT Act would 
make good on two basic commitments the 
federal government has made but so far failed 
to keep: It would fully fund the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB) and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)—on a man-
datory basis, once and for all. 

Mr. Speaker, the fiscal year 2005 Omnibus 
Appropriations bill funded No Child Left Be-
hind at $24.5 billion—$9.8 billion below its au-
thorized level and $27 billion less cumulatively 
than the bipartisan agreement reached just 
four short years ago. As a result, over 2.4 mil-
lion students are currently not getting the extra 
Title I help they were promised under NCLB. 

Furthermore, the recently enacted Omnibus 
continued underfunding IDEA at $10.7 bil-
lion—less than half the 40 percent average 
per pupil expenditure the federal government 
originally promised the states thirty years ago. 
An estimated 6.7 million students with disabil-
ities are currently being shortchanged as a re-
sult of this abdication. 

By keeping our commitments to NCLB and 
IDEA, we can support our schools, ease the 
property tax burden on our constituents and 
provide all of our students with the resources 
they need to succeed. 

Mr. Speaker, once again I am proud to 
make the Keep Our PACT Act the very first 
piece of legislation I introduce this Congress. 
Additionally, I want to thank my colleagues 
joining me as original cosponsors on this bill 
today—in particular, Mr. MILLER, Ms. WOOLSEY 
and all of the Education and Workforce Com-
mittee Democrats. We pledge to stand for the 
fundamental values this bill represents and in-
vite Members from both sides of the aisle to 
embrace those values and get this bill passed 
this year. 

f 

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL 
FOLIC ACID AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the observance of Amer-
ica’s first annual National Folic Acid Aware-
ness Week which began this past Monday 
January 24, 2005. The theme of National Folic 
Acid Awareness Week—‘‘Folic Acid: You Don’t 
Know What You’re Missing!’’ is especially 
timely given the increasing popularity of low or 
no-carbohydrate diets. Since 1998, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration has required 
the addition of folic acid to enriched breads, 
cereals, flours, pastas, rice and other grain 
products. Consequently, people, particularly 
women, on these low-carb diets may in fact 
not be getting the appropriate daily allowance 
of the essential vitamins and minerals nec-
essary for health and well being. 

Folic Acid—a B-vitamin—is in particular crit-
ical for proper cell growth, and it has been sci-
entifically proven to prevent certain birth de-
fects of the brain and spine called Neural 
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Tube Defects (NTD), which occurs very early 
in pregnancy, before most women even know 
they are pregnant. The most common NTDs 
are Spina Bifida, lack of closure in the spinal 
column, and Anencephaly, a condition where 
only a portion of the brain forms. Seventy 
thousand people are living with Spina Bifida 
today; it is the most common permanently dis-
abling condition in America. Children born with 
Spina Bifida suffer from a myriad of problems, 
including: paralysis, fluid on the brain, learning 
difficulties and depression. Those affected with 
Anencephaly are usually stillborn or die soon 
after birth. 

It is sobering to think that as much as sev-
enty percent of the incidence of NTDs could 
be prevented if women of childbearing age 
simply took a 400 microgram pill of folic acid 
every day. I am hopeful that programs like the 
National Folic Acid Awareness Week which 
stress the importance of a healthy diet com-
bined with a daily folic acid pill, we can pre-
vent many of the 2,500 to 3,000 babies born 
every year with NTDs. 

As an added bonus, emerging research also 
indicates that folic acid might reduce the risk 
of other birth defects such as cleft lip, cleft 
palate and heart defects. It might even reduce 
the risk of cardiovascular disease and colon, 

cervical, and breast cancer. So taking ade-
quate amounts of folic acid can in fact be ben-
eficial for men and woman of all ages. 

Mr. Speaker, the most precious of our 
American treasures is our children. I believe it 
is incumbent upon us policy makers to encour-
age not only those we know and love, but all 
Americans, to eat foods rich in folic acid such 
as, bananas, fresh spinach, and orange juice. 
We owe it to future generations to do all we 
can to give them a head start on a healthy life 
devoid of pain and suffering. So I ask my col-
leagues to join me in promoting the message 
of National Folic Acid Awareness Week, and 
to make the commitment to work, not only this 
week but every week, to encourage all Ameri-
cans to take folic acid, and help eradicate 
neural tube defects forever. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF TONY RAMOS 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 25, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the retirement of Mr. 

Blas (Tony) Ramos of Lansing, Michigan. For 
the last 24 years, Mr. Ramos has served the 
people of the State of Michigan as an em-
ployee with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s De-
partment, the Wage and Hour Division of De-
partment of Labor & Economic Growth and the 
Michigan Employment Security Commission. 
In addition to his service to the State of Michi-
gan, Mr. Ramos has also served honorably in 
the Michigan National Guard, helping to pre-
serve freedom and democracy abroad and 
keeping Michiganders safe at home. 

Dedicated public servants like Mr. Ramos 
are a rare breed. Following the terrorist at-
tacks after September 11, 2001, President 
Bush challenged all Americans to serve their 
communities, Mr. Ramos has been answering 
that challenge for the last 24 years. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Mr. Ramos for his years of dedi-
cated service and to wish him all the best on 
his retirement. 
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